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TO  MY  DEAR  CHILDREN 

MAMIE    ELISE    AND    MERES    STODDARD. 

T/iese  siiiijih'  /Mij/ps  are  Jori/Kjlfj  (hJiccJeiL  in 
ilie  liojie  fli.af  fin-  coitfrmp/df/d//  of  tin'  zeuLfiihAitij 
Olid  jjufriofisii/  of  fhelr  u iict'sfors  nuiij  inspire 
tJteni  to  a  useful  life  (dkI  fditiifnl  citizeusliip :  hu 
tJieir  affect ioiKile  f(ithe/\ 

EDWARD    DEACON. 


INTRODUCTION, 


This  little  wiirk  is  a  cumpilati'ni,  aii'l  makes  ni)  preteiisinn  to 
fii..  wiitii,--  ...■  (ai-inality;  uevertljeliss  it  has  tal:ou  iio  little 
time,  care,  expense  and  cti'irt  to  ;.;'athtr  tuLrether  from  many 
Rourees  tlu'  items  uhieh  are  here  woven  to  a  piece. 

The  excuse  for  its  appeai-ance.  if  any  is  neethnl  or  t-oii^ht.  lies 
in  the  fad  tliat  the  lai-,aer  crencalogies  of  the  family  are  so  dif 
fuse  that  it  rv^nirts  the  kno\\  led^t^e  of  an  expert,  and  the 
patience  of  an  enthusiast  to  find  and  follow  the  clue  to  a  partic- 
idar  l)ranch  :  for  my  children  and  some  few  friends  who  may 
he  neither  exjierts  nor  entluisiasts  these  pa.i;es  may  preserve  a 
few  interesting^:  menioiialsof  tho>e  "  who  liave  ^oue  l>ef;ire,'  of 
their  own  immediate  ancestry. 
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NAME    AND    DERIVATION, 


Tlu'  luiMishr-a  (i..,i..;ilo-y  of  "  the  Desreudauts  of  Antliony 
StM.Miir.l  nf  1^  ,>t..n-  In-  the  K-'V.  Elijah  W.  Sf^'ldard  reives  the 
foll"\viH,L:  accMiiut  of  the  orit;!)!  of  tiie  family. 

"The  name  St(M!<l;ir(|  is  ■lerived  iroiii  the  nffieo  of  Standard- 
"  Jn^arer  and  v.  ;is  anciently  written  I)e  la  Slandavd." 

The  same  uuMi-ati-n  a.lso  says-^  that  •'William  Stod.dard,  a 
"  Kni-hi,  earn,'  fi-.>in  X..iiniudy  to  England  A.  1).  10(36  with 
"William,  the  (A'tKiiua-r  >r  who  was  his  cousin." 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  sucli  individnal  eve)- existed  save  in  t 
imagination  of  the  author  of  that  paragraph,  the  oousinships  of 
the  fanions  victor  of  Ha->tings  are  p>retty  well  known,  and  there 
is  no  record  extant  tl.at  mentions  such  a  person  as  this  mytlucal 
William  Stodd:ird. 

On  th.- other  hand.  Lower  in  Ids  "  Patronimica  Britan.nica," 
an  I'st.-d'lishcd  authorit\-  on  the  <.rigin  of  surnames,   says: 

".Stodart,  Sto.hlard.  Stoddavt,  Stodherd,  Stodhart,  Stodhard, 
"Sto.lder,  Stotherd. 

"  Sfi)f  is  a  northernism  for  ox,  hence  Stotherd  is  ox  herd. 
"  This  ex[»lains  this  group  of  names  :  Stod(hird  is  a  <iPHtp<-:1  inno- 
vation, a  "  herd  "'  is  a  keeper  of  animals,  as  '•  shepherd."" 

Gu]»pv  in  his  "Homes  of  Family  Names,""  shows  that  in  its 
several  forms  it  is  disf  im-tively  a  north  country  name,  and  is  well 
represented  m  the  lowlands  of  Scotland,  though  a  branch  of  the 
familv  has  found  a  home  in  the  midland  counties  of  England. 

The  reader  can  accejtt  wldchever  of  these  statements  of  the 
origin  of  the  famil} ,  i^hases  his  fancy  best. 

In  the  nnd.Ue  of  the  16th  century  there  was  settled  in  the 
citv  of  Lmd  Ml,  then  ri.-ii;g  into  commercial  prominence,  a  fam- 
ilv of  acknowledged  respectaiuhty  wdiose  autheatic  pedigree  goes 
back  four  generations  to  William  Stoddard  of  London,  gentleman, 
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whose  son.  ^^''^n-lsons  and  great -Tamls;. us  were  Citizfiis  r.r 
Freemen,  a  privile.g'e  which  .i^avt  thcia  ptaiuissiou  to  eu-a.u'f  in 
trade  and  nf  which  tht-y  avaiK-d  thein^elvt-.-,  :iccoidni-lv. 

Joh.n  Sti.w  niliis  survuv  of  Lnnlon,  pnhhslicd  loOS,  nu-nti'-ns 
that  there  ^^  as  aiuoiig  others  a  ui,  .nmu.'iit  to  Geori^e  Stodihird, 
Merchant,  in  the  parisli  cliurch  of  St.  Olave,  Tower  Street 
Ward    -erectfd  aljout  loS5. 

[Since  writing  the  aho\e  I  have  come  across  "  Hall's,  S  icietv 
in  the  Elizaliethan  Age  '"  wherein  is  gi\>--n  a  ^el•y  full  sketch 
of  the  lift-  and  character  of  this  G^.-in-gc  Sr>'ddavd.  Ho  was  ;m 
ap}>rentice  to  Master  Thoiuas  L 'dge  -roccr  i.f  Ljiidiii.  with 
whom  he  c.uitinned  for  many  years  thereafter,  as  his  ^fanager  or 
agent,  traveling  to  Flanders.  Iruland  and  even  Kus>ia.  He  is 
depicted  as  an  un[n-inci}  led  knave,  a  cunning  usurei',  turning  the 
oj>portunities  of  his  master's  service  to  furdu-r  his  uwn  ends,  and 
unMushingly  ih-frauding  iiis  euiplyer  hy  all'wing  balances  due 
liim,  (by  his  i:iwn  accountingi  to  rem;un  unsettled  that  he  might 
charge  '20  to  "Jo  i^er  cein.,  ar.d  in  some  instances  llK)  per  cent 
interest:  compounded  amir.ally  for  many  years: — at  last  having 
by  these  Uieans  am;is--Kil  an  indi'btediiess  eipiivalent  to  Titarlv  oil 
thousan.l  dolhirs.  he  astonished  and  alarmed,  if  he  did  not  nearly 
ruin  his  ^[;ister.  now  Alderman  L^dge,  by  di.nian.ling  piymeut. 
He  then  l)egan  busniess  on  his  own  aci-ount  "  with  the  fare^t 
promise  of  success."  Bi-iug  deeply  \ersed  in  all  the  nitricacies 
of  the  law,  he  stdl  retained  souk-  of  the  most  skilful  counsel  of 
the  day,  and  never  let  an  opportunity  slip  for  securing  his  own 
inordimite  profits  at  the  cost  of  the  utter  ruin  if  nerd  lie  of  his 
unfortunate  client.  Although  notmnally  a  grocer  and  a  citizen, 
he  was  really  a  speculator  and  usurer,  lo;ining  money  and  goo;is 
to  needy  gentlemen  and  traders  and  exacting  the  last  peiiiiy  in 
payment. 

All  this  to  the  minutest  item  is  detailed  in  an  account  l>ook  or 
journ;d  kept  by  George  Stodd'av<I  himsdf.  :ind  whiidi  has  Ix'cn 
pre.served  to  the  present  time.  Any  thought  of  evil  m  tliese 
transactions  seems  to  have  been  farthest  from  the  usurer's  mind, 
he  frankly  narrates  the  circumstances  and  sets  down  his  'profits 
in  the  m>'st  ingenuous  manner,  thus  a  cjuntry  gentleman  whose 
name  occurs  for  manv  \ears  on  his  books  was  largely  his  debtor, 
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the  security  -ivpii  l^ein;,^  liis  lands  aud  maimr,  on  this  snlistnn 
tial  basis  the  usurer  was  onstautly  advancing-  luM-iev  at  25  per 
cent,  interest,  and  renewing-  the  loans  always  at  eoiu|)o\uid  in- 
terest, until  the  total  had  reached  the  linut  to  whi.di  tlie  creditor 
would  <-o:  at  this  sta-e  .  f  tlie  busiiu-ss  the  latter  worked  nut 
th.e  profit  lie  wi-s  to  ivap.  and  then  sold  out  the  hapless  debtor. 
Separate  c:iIculations  appear  in  this  journal  as  to  the  result  of 
this  execution,  l.y  uhich  it  aj.pears  that  the  usurer  had  sold  out 
his  victim  even  to  his  bedsteads  and  cupboards:  then  he  notes 
"he  IS  all  releasyed  with  me  from  the  begviining  of  the  world 
"  to  this  d aye." • 

No  mail  is  wliwlly  bad  -in  an  apj^eudix  the  autlior  sets  down 
a  few  morr.-fav>.ral)l"  extracts  from  Stoddard's  journal  with  the 
oommeut  that  they  tend  to  >ho\v  him  an  afTcotiotiate  brother,  as 
well  as  a  hospitable  nei^dibour.] 

Althou.irli  tlie  records  do  not  jrive  the  name  of  Anthony,  who 
eniij^'rate.l  to  New  En-land  in  lf)38  yet  there  is  scarcely  room 
f(u-  doul)t  that  lie  was  a  scii.n  of  this  family,  duly  apprenticed 
and  brouojit  up  to  the  honorable  position  of  a  merchant  and 
dealer  in  hn.-n,  aii<l  liberally  provided  with  his  share  of  the 
family  patrimony  for  the  prosecution  of  his  lousiness. 

In  the  will  of  John  Bancks  citizen  and  mercer  of  London 
proved  8nth  Octo.  IGoO,  among  a  great  numl)er  ijf  bequests  and 
remembrance-s  appears  the  name  of  Anthony  Sto.ldanl  who  was 
to  receive  a  ring  of  twenty  shillings  value.  This  is  very  probably 
the  same  young  man,  and  we  will  see  Ik^-  when  the  Great 
Massachusetts  Enterprise  stirreil  the  imaginati-ni  and  religious 
zeal  of  the  Puritans  of  England,  this  young  Lr)ndoner  <'ast  in  his 
lot  with  the  earliest  emigrants  to  carve  a  home  and  fortune  for 
himself  in  the  new  World. 

In  doing  this,  he  gave  his  blo<vd  to  some  of  the  best  known 
names  in  the  hist<")rv  of  r»ur  Country. 
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WARE 


ARMS  OF    WARE. 


Or.     A  li(jn   passaut,  azure  uruie.l  ami   lau^'ued   gules,  a  bur- 
dei-  uf  the  SfCoiui  seuite  of  escluillops. 

Civst.      A    (haxuu's    beat!    ur   pieiceil  tbruugb  witb  the  sbivei' 
of  a  lauce.  ppl'. 


WARE. 


Ware,  a  iii)l)]e.  and  uncieut  family,  \vh(i  flijurislieil  in  York- 
shire, Enylaml. 

Ko^'er  do  Ware,  I.^rJ  ul  Isetiela  and  a  Bar.m  of  Paiiiatuent, 
reigu  of  E<lv.;ail  I, 

Maiiy  of  the  f:iniily  uiiiler  the-  names  oi  De  Wair,  de  ^\'arre, 
le  Ware,  were  in  succeeding  reigns  summoned  to  Parliament  as 
Tiord^  for  tli.e  County  of  York,  which  may  i)e  seen  in  numerous 
instances  m  the  abridgement  'A  the  Tower  Records  collecte'd  l.y 
Sir  1  Robert  Cotton — Bui  the  family  are  now  extinct  in  that 
county. 

Cliristojilier  "\^'al•e  >>i  Yorkshire  was  an  early  convert  to  the 
Protestant  religi- in  m  the  reign  of  Queen  Kliz:ibeth,  having  been 
Converted  by  the  zeal  and  laliours  of  John  Fox  the  martyrologist 
then  lately  return  -d  frum  Germany  whitlier  he  had  tied  from  the 
persecutions  and  crui-itics  of  Queen  !Mary. 

Christopher  had  two  sous — the  younger  Sir  James  AViire 
was  liberally  educated  and  ^\•as  sent  to  tlie  court  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth to  push  his  fortunes,  where  he  soon  distinguished  bJm^elf. 
lu  15S8  Sir  V.'illiam  Eiiz-Williimi  was  for  the  last  time  sent  over 
to  Ireland  as  Lord  De}'uty  and  James  accompanied  him  as  Sec- 
retary. He  was  made  Clerk  of  the  Com.  Ple;is  Exchequer  9 
Sept.  37.  Eliz.  and  appointed  Auditor  General  of  the  Kingdom 
28  July,  4.1  Eliz.  Tiiis  last  was  a  post  of  good  reputation  and  of 
considerable  profit  which  continued  nearly  a  c-entury  in  bis 
family,  and  enabled  him  to  make  large  purchases  of  property  in 
the  county  and  city  of  Dublin  and  elsewhere. 

On  a  visit  to  England  he  was  Knighted  l)y  King  James  I,  who 
a.s  a  further  niark  of  his  favt^ur,  granted  a  reversionary  Patent  of 
the  otiice  of  Auditor  General  to  his  eldest  sou.  He  was  member 
of  the  Irish  Parliament  iu  1013  and  represented  the  Borough  of 
Mallow,  Countv  Cork. 


16 

He  marriea  Mui y,  sister  of  Sir  Ambruse  Britluu  of  .M;iiastwue, 
Co.  Kent  and  lui.l  issue  live  s,,ns  mi, I  tive  *l;iughters.  Of  the 
suns  three  were  married,  but  iDUe  left  issue  except  the  eldest 
James.  Of  his  d,tu-hte)-s  Mary  married  Ciiristupher  Conuay, 
Esq.:  Anne  married  Emanuel  D-nvuiuy.  Esq.:  Russel  married 
Humphrey  Keynolds,  Es(j.:  Martha  married  Sir  William  Piers 
and  Cecilia  married  Sir  Dudley  Loftus. 

Sir  James  died  suddenlv  May  14th  1632  as  he  was 
walking  home  through  Eishamble  street  to  his  home  in  Castle 
street  Dublin. 

Auiie  \V:ire,  llrst  wife  of  Emanuel  Dowuin--,  was  born  abuut 
1592  and  married  in  ItU.j.  She  died  before  1022  leaving  four 
children  -- 

Mary,  James,  Susan  and  Anne. 

Her  eldest  brother  Sir  James  Ware  although  not  directly  in 
the  line  of  this  Genealogy  was  so  celebrated  a  i.ersonage  that  a 
sketch  (jf  him  will  not  be  uninteresting. 

Sir  James  ^Vare,  br.rn  in  Dublm,  20  N.a-.  l'>])i  Entered 
Truiity  College.  During  a  residence  in  England  l»j2lj-21l  he 
formed  the  intimate  acquaintance  of  Seidell,  the  Anti(iiiar\,  and 
of  Sir  Kobtjrt  Cotton — auil  made  numerous  collections  to  his 
Manuscripts. 

He  was  Knighted  in  1G29  and  on  the  .leath  of  his  father,  suc- 
ceeded to  his  Estates  and  Otlice  of  Auditor  General  of  the 
KLugdoiu. 

■  Was  created  a  member  of  the  Pnvy  Council  for  Ireland  1033 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  in  1G3'.>. 
He  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  imj);irtiality  and  freedom  from 
prejudice  and  was  a  very  learned  man  ami  voluminous  writer,  he 
is  styled  the  Irish  Camden. 

The  University  of  0.\furd  couferretl  upon  him  in  KU-l  the  de 
greeof  D.  C.  L.  Doctor  of  Civil  Laws.  He  was  an  adherent  of  the 
Royal  cause  and  was  entrusted  with  a  sjieeiai  commission  to  re- 
port to  King  Charles  I.  concerning  Ireland,  on  attempting  to  re- 
turn, the  vessel  in  w  liich  he  emb:irked  was  seized  by  a  Parlia- 
mentary ship  and  he  was  sent  to  the  Tower  v.here  he  remained 
10  months. 

In  lC-17  he  was  one  of  the  hostages  for  the   performance  uf  a 


treaty  between  Lord  Ormond  and  the  Parliaiueut.  lu  1040  he 
was  exiled  to  France,  but  was  allowed  to  returu  1C51,  and  lived 
iu  retirement  on  bis  Irish  estates. 

On  the  litstoratiun  he  v.as  elected  Member  of  Parliament  for 
the  I'niversity  of  Dublin  lOGl,  and  was  ofi'ered  the  title  of 
Baronet,  and  to  be  raised  to  to  the  Peeraj^-e  as  a  Viscount,  but 
he  declined  both  lionors,  askin.tr  ondy  that  two  of  his  friends 
should  he  Knighted  which  w;is  granted.  He  died  in  Dublin  1 
Dec.  1666  leavinir  "2  sous  and  '2   dau^i^hters. 


n-^" 


DOV/NING, 


DOWNING. 


Emmanuel  Downimz-"')!'  DDwucinoe.  a  lawvtr  of  tlit-  Inner 
Tempi-,  L'ndiin,  uflerwurJs  i:<f  Salem.  INIass. — ".vas  tlif  son  of 
Gec)r;^t:  D.'wnia.i;-,  uf  I['-\\ich,  Co.  SutrV)lk.  at  one  time  IMa.-^tt-r  of 
the  Graiiiiuar  school  of  that  place. 

Emanuel  was  t)ne  of  three  chiklren,  was  born  and  baptised 
m  I[is\\icl,  Auo-ust  l'2tl;  loSS.  Of  tlieeavly  part  of  his  life  there 
is  very  little  recor>l,  this  much  however  appears,  that  lienijirried 
into  families  o(  un  l.aibtod  respectability.  Pie  had  a  cousin  or 
relative  named  Joshua  who  resided  in  Lonilon  and  was  a  wealthy 
merchant  and  shipowner,  he  was  somt-times  called  Captam 
DL'wninj;  and  probably  had  been  to  sea  in  earlier  years,  this 
Captain  Djwiiin.c;-  was  intimately  associated  with  some  of  the 
Commanders  of  Km^-  James"  Navy  to  whom  he  writes  m  familiar 
terms.  Eaianuel  and  jL>shua  Downing;-  maintained  close  rela- 
tions diu-iu,!,^  their  lives.  Emanuel  married  about  IGlo, 
Anne  the  daughter  of  Sir  James  Ware,  Knight,  whose  ofiicial 
duties  occasioned  his  living  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  it  appears 
from  C'>rrespondence  that  the  Downings  t.s>k  up  their  residence 
for  a  time  in  that  city.  They  had  three  chiMren.  James,  Mary 
and  Susan  and  possibly  a  third  daughter  named  Anne.  But  the 
mother  died  early,  for  L»n  the  HUh  April  lG-22  Emanuel  married 
again  at  Groton  Co.  Suffolk  (not  far  fr(jm  where  he  was  born) 
Lucy  Winthrop  daughter  of  Adam  Winthrop  of  Groton  Manor 
whose  sou  John  became  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

After  his  second  marriage  Downing  returned  to  Dublin  and 
hved  there  until  162-1.  John  Winthrup's  son  Forth  was  a  stu- 
dent at  Trinity  College  and  seems  to  have  spent  a  large  part  of 
his  time  at  his  aunt  and  uncle's  house  in  Dublin. 

In  1626  the  Downim:>  were  living  in  E mdon  in  ^'ffleet  streete 
over  agst  the  Conduit,"  an.l  resided  there  for  several  years,  and 
during  this  period  were  consulted  frequently  by    the  Winthrops 
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on  numerous  family  affairs  of  more  or  less  importance,  acting  as 
Bankers  for  the  family  on  several  occasions. 

We  know  fruni  history  the  deep  Puritan  cor.victi^jns  of  Juhn 
"Wiuthrop  and  almost  all  his  family  circle,  it  iloes  iiui  appear 
that  Downing  was  iuiiuenced  in  the  same  manner  though  his 
wife  Lucy  pml-alily  received  like  im|)ressions  with  tl'ercst'jf  her 
family.  At  all  events  whetlier  he  was  consulted  because  of  his 
spiritual  symjiathy  with  those  who  were  seeking  an  oj.tn  duor  for 
the  Lord's  People,  or  Asliether  it  v.as  that  he  might  give  them  the 
benetit  of  his  legal  ability  ami  training,  Emanuel  was  invited 
by  letter  dated  July  1th  lli'JO  {  written  by  Isaac  Johns«>n  se.u  in 
law  of  the  Earl  ut  Lincoln,  one  of  the  chief  adventurers  of  the 
Massachusetts  Lay  Com]>any,  and  the  wealthiest  of  them  all\ 
to  come  with  John  Winthro-p  and  njeet  him  at  Senipringham. 
Lincolnshire  to  consult  about  the  Gfeat  ^Massachusetts  Enter- 
prise. He  v.as  therefore  fully  awuie  of  the  j.lans  and  Ih'jies  of 
the  Puritan  leaders.  The  result  of  this  conference  leil  to  J(,hn 
Wiuthrop  emigratmg  t(i  ?klassachusetts  iu  ](530  and  the  foundiini: 
of  Bostim.  Eight  years  later  at  the  invitation  of  his  luwther  in 
law,  Downing  came  over  to  the  Colony.  He  arrived  in  O.-tv-ber 
/.rSHS,  and  was  admitted  to  Salem  Church  Nov.  4tli.  In  the  fob 
'  lowing  Alarch  h.'  toiok  the  Oath  of  freedom  of  the  Col,. nv  (^.Lwcii 
14th).  Two  of  his  children.  ^lary  and  Susan,  had  alrt^idy  vve- 
ceded  him — ha\ingl>een  among  the  earliest  immigranis.  conung 
over  in  1G33  \\ith  Governor  Coddington. 

Emanuel  Downing  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  Colony 
through  his  induence  in  England,  and  was  largely  in.-trument;d 
in  saving  the  charter  from  being  withdrawn  when  attacked  m 
1G33-4  by  Laud,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

He  visited  that  country  in  164-2,  coming  back  the  followinu 
year,  but  went  again  across  the  oc-an  ni  1644  and  returned  m 
1645.  He  probably  died  in  England.  His  wife  Lucy  b^n-e  him 
three  children.  One  of  these  named  George  became  the  famous 
and  infamous  Sir  George  Downin-,  Baronet  ;  a  daughter  Lucy 
married  the  Eev.  William  Norton  a  lineal  descendant  of  Kmg 
Alfred  The  Great. 

Of  the  children  b;y  his  tirst  wife,  Anne  ^Vare,  Mary  married  An- 
thonv  Stoddard  of  Boston  and  Anne  became  the  second  wife  of 
Governor  Bradstreet  of    ^Massachusetts. 
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AntllOliy  Stoddard,  a  respectable  y,)ung  Eiiglislmian,  emi- 
groted  to  New  Enghtiui  about  163S-39,  nothing  is  certainly  known 
concerning  liis  parentage,  l")ut  be  was  laiily  eilucated,  had  some 
means,  married  well  and  therefcjre  we  nuiy  safely  assume  he  was 
known  to  be  of  good  family  to  the  men  of  the  time. 

He  was  probably  a'oout  25  years  or  age  when  he  landed  in  the 
C<  lony  of  ^Massachusetts.  * 

"  There  came  over  this  summer,"  as  Governor  John  Winthrop 
records  in  his  journal  in  1638  with  exultatum.  •'  twenty  ships  and 
"at  least  three  thousand  persons,  no  that  they  were  forced  to 
"  look  out  new  plantations." 

Among  these  was  the  Governor's  brother  in  law,  Emanuel 
Downing,  and  his  family,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  Anthony 
Stoddard  came  over  with  them  at  tliis  time. 

Anthonv  certainly  was  cordially  welcomed  and  was  admitted  to 
citizenship  of  the  town  and  Colony  of  Boston  as  ap}>ears  bv  the 
following  entry  in  the  Town  liecords  : 

"  26th  day  6th  moneth,  August  1639.  At  a  niettinge  this  day 
"of  ve  Selectmen  there  is  leave  graunted  to  ^Mr.  Anthony  Stod- 
"  dard  lynning  Draper  to  become  a  Townesman." 

He  was  received  into  the  church  Sept.  2Sth  tl)e  same  year. 
No  doubt  he  was  a  Puritan  and  a  good  christian.  From  the 
fact  that  he  is  described  as  a  Linen  Draper  (  equivalent  to  a  Dry 
Goods  Merchant  )  it  is  probable  that  he  had  followed  that  vocation 
in  England  and  as  his  family  were  settled  in  the  metropolis, 
most  likely  Anthony  had  been  a  London  apprentice,  and  8ou;jbt 
to  advance  his  fortunes  by  casting  in  his  lot  with  the  adventurers 
across  the  seas. 

That  it  was  not  every  one    who    was    peiTnitted    to    join    this 

Mt  is  stated  in  a  record  of  the  early  settlers  that  he  was  aged  52  in  lf"..-«. 
which  would  make  the  date  of  bis  birth  IfiOr,,  bnt  this  mnst  be  a  mi.stake. 
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Couimuiiity  of  Christiiiu  coluiiists  is  luattti-  of  liisi.uy  wliicli  is 
well  excuipliti(;.l  by  tlu-  following  in-ord  ihavA  :i  ye;ir  idtt-r  tlir 
admission  of  Stodilanl. 

"31st  (]tli  luuneth  ItiiO-  (.)nl^n-t.l.  that  William  J)uu--las  is  al- 
"lowtJ  to  W'  a  towncsman,  he  hehavin-'  lumself  as  berometh  :i 
"  Christian  man." 

So  strict  \\;i.-,  thf  siiptrvision  at  this  early  date  that  no  person 
was  sutiertd  to  harbor  a  straiiuer  with  the  inteum-n  of  their  set- 
tling in  the  tuwn  Avirhout  })ernjission. 

"This  -^Oth  d-iy  l>r  :\rmtli  KUT.  At  a  mettinge  rhis  dave  of 
"  Mr.  Will  Colbouriie.  Mr.  Anth.'iiv  Stod<!ard,  Jaeob  Eiiut,  James 
"Evirill.  Tho.  Marshall,  3Ir.  Wm.  Davire,  James  Pelin.  It  is 
"  ordered  that  no  Inhabitant  shall  entertauie  man  or  woman  from 
"any  other  towne  or  Cwnntiye  as  a  ^oj.iuvner  ,,r  inmate  with  an 
"  intent  to  reside  here,  butt  shall  give  notice  thertof  to  the 
"Selectmen  of  the  towne  fov  their  a]>prLibation  within  8  dayes 
"  after  their  C'omin.Lie  to  the  town-'  ui^ni  penalty  of  twenty  shill- 
"  ings.  It  is  further  ordered  that  no  Inliabitaiit  shall  f;'.rn:e. 
"  left,  or  }iut  to  sale  to  any  pers'.m  any  howse  or  luiwses  within 
"  this  towne,  wit!i..>ut  first  acquainting  the  selectmen  of  the  towne 
"  therewith." 

This  was  Home  lb;h-  with  a  vengeance. 

Shortlv  after  his  ariival  in  the  colony  Anthony  married  !Mary 
Dowuing — daughter  of  J-lmaiiael  I>o\Mung  liy  his  tirst  wife 
AuueAVare,  and  em  the  ••  27th  da}  11th  moneth  IG:!'.).  ^JaiiUaiy 
"  1G40)"  it  is  recorded.  ■•  also  to  our  Brother  Anthony  Stoddard 
"  there  is  granted  a  great  L ott  of  1<>I)  acres  up. in  the  condition 
"  tliereof."  (  the  entry  seems  to  be   un finished ). 

This  land  was  situated  upon  .Mount  Woolaston,  now  m  the 
centre  <)f  the  city  of  Boston,  but  land  was  cheap  and  plentv  in 
tho-«e  davs,  while  men  were  few  :  those  who  periled  their  lives 
in  crossing  the  great  ocean,  in  braving  the  Indian  savages  with 
the  greater  dangers  of  climate  and  the  rough  life  of  first 
settlers,  deserved  and  received  reward. 

Anthony  was  admitted  a  freeman  May  i:Uh  ItUO— he  doubt- 
less at  once  opened  his  shop  and  prosecuted  his  business  with  in- 
dustry and  success. 

His  house  was  located  not  far  from  the  landing  place,  and  was 


easy  of  access  to  tiie  ships  fr. ■in  Nvhich  he  had  t>>  haul  his  ^^ii.xls, 
for  of  course  everythiiii;-  ha-l  to  he  nu})(>i'teJ  tliC'U  ;  it  was  also 
uear  the  principal  street  aud  luarket  place  ami  if  his  final  suc- 
cess be  tiik^'ii  as  rai  iu  Ucati.m,  was  eviikntly  wisely  ami  carefully 
chosen. 

But  Authduy  was  williuL;-  to  bear  his  shave  of  the  bunlens  of 
office,  ami  was  early  ch'>.S(;u  Constable  -something-  akin  to  our 
justice  of  the  peace---in  ICil. 

A  story  is  tul.l  wliich  re liects  credit  upon  hini  as  aconscientious 
man.  A  warrant  was  plact-d  in  his  hands  by  the  Governor  for 
the  arrest  of  a  (^ertain  indi\idual  fi>r  ••  heresy  "-  we  d<j  nr>t  need 
to  be  reniinded  that  in  those  days  Keli.Liiou  and  Law  were  iiueer- 
ly  niiKed--th'-  (.'wurt  held  tht:  prisoner  L-uilty.  and  fined  him  I'oO. 
(?250)  f(n- whirl)  in  defauh  of  payuent  he  wa-<  ordered  to  tlie 
o-aol.  This  order  the  constable  Anthony  Stoddard  refused  to 
oliey,  protesting-  that  the  Court  had  n.i  ri^ht  t<>  find  the  jirisoncr 
fjuilty  till  he  had  been  trifd  by  the  church,  the  otiVnse  bein^^  a 
relij^'ious  one.  The  Court  considered  this  an  int(-rference  and 
fined  the  Constable  *wenty  shillin,L;s  for  contemjit,  which  he  paid. 
and  then  took  the  in-isoner  to  tii''  lockuj)  to  maintain  the  honor 
of  the  ctau-t. 

'• -25111  day  ith  rifoneth  ltl41.  It  is  oixlered  that  ]>rother 
"  Stodder  (and  2  others)  shall  take  up  (amlit)  the  accounts  of 
"Mr.  John  Co-nan  (late  (\)nstable). 

"  10th  day  11th  :\[')neth  KUl.  Captaine  Gibones,  Anthony 
"Stodder  (and  2  others)  are  chosen  to  trade  with  the  Indians 
"  according-  to  the  ordei-s  of  the  General  court." 

In  1(U4  the  Tinen  Di-ap-r  s  shop  was  i^-rowinq-,  business  was 
increasiuL,^  witli  tlie  rapid  advance  of  the  town  and  Mr.  Stoddard 
wanted  ])etter  opportunities  to  display  the  fine  ^^oods  which  he 
was  importing-  from  the  old  country.  He  therefore  petitioned 
the  Council  for  permission  "to  oj.en  his  shop-window-buard  two 
feet  into  the  street,"  which  was  granted. 

"  18th  day  1st  Moneth  1<!14.  There  is  granted  to  Anthony 
"  Stoddard  liberty  to  make  entrance  out  of  the  streete  into  h's 
"  Sellar,  neere  (jur  Pastor's  howse,  and  to  open  his  shop-window- 
"  board  two  feet  into  the  streete." 

He  was  becoming  a  prominent  man  ncjw,  and  was  elected  one 
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of  the  Selectmen  in  liUT.  These  oQk-ers  were  chosen  frf>ra  the 
citizens  of  highest  repute,  they  exercised  vei-y  considerable  powers. 
were  elected  by  the  free  vote  of  the  governed  and  were  tiie  re- 
cognised lea<lers  of  the  coniUiunity.  , 

To  this  honorable  otii.-e  Anthony  Stoddard  was  cliosen  again  in 
1648,  1649,  1650  and  1651. 

In  1649,  27tli  day  0  IMoneth — we  tind  the  following  entry— 
"At  a  meeting  .Ve.  it  is  ordei-ed  thid  Anthony  Stoddard  have 
"  liberty  to  sell  Ins  lot)  acres  of  land  to^kloses  Payne  of  ]^.raintre. 
"  and  that  he  shall  have  liberty  to  take  it  next  unto  that  he  hath 
"  hired  of  the  Towne.  ov  elsewiiere  if  he  see  cause." 

Besides  this  property  lie  owned  two  houses  with  gardens 
attached,  one  was  situated  on  the  lower  corner  of  State  and  Ex- 
change streets,  and  th  -  other  was  or\  the  east  side  of  \\'nshing- 
ton  street  between  State  street  and  Adams  sipiare,  according  to 
the  present  plat  of  the  city. 

The  tirst  of  these  was  liis  store  or  shop.  In  lti44  he  sold  the 
northerly  part  of  this  lot.  "  frontiua'  on  Neu-  stre(:t  "  (Excliant^e 
Bt.)  and  m  164(1  he  sold  the  southerly  half,  no  doubt  at  a  rr,,M 
advance  on  the  origiTial  cost.  On  this  corner  tlie  Roynl  Exchange 
Tavern  stood  at  a  later  date,  which  u-a.-.  much  frequented  in 
1747  by  the  British  ofricers  stationed  in  the  town. 

The  first  duel  that  was  fought  in  Boston  arose  from  a  quarrel 
which  Commenccil  in  this  tavern  m  1728. 

Soon  after  the  sale  of  this  property,  1649,  Anthony  pur-diased 
a  house  and  garden  lot  situated  on  what  is  now  Ti-eraont  street. 
it  was  about  midway  Vietween  School  and  Winter  streets  and 
faced  tlie  Granary  Burying  ground. 

In  1645  Stoddard  purchased  from  AVni.  Davies  the  lot  oppo- 
site his  store  on  New  or  Exchange  sts.,  this  however  he  does 
not  seem  to  have  occupied,  it  was  merely  a  speculation.  This 
lot  was  later,  the  site  of  the  States  Arms  Tavern,  and  just  before 
the  Bevolution  the  Royal  Customs  House  was  here. 

Anthony  was  now  rapidly  growing  to  be  one  of  the  richest 
men  of  the  town,  and  his  connection  with  the  Winthrops,  Down- 
ings  and  other  leading  families  added  to  the  respect  in  which  he 
was  held.  In  1650  he  was  elected  Recorder  of  the  City,  an 
office  of  much  honor,  in  fact  in  this  year  he  seems  to  have  held 
no  fewer  than  three  offices. 
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i  "  11th  day  1st  Mu.   1650.     Att    a    generall    to\vnes    inoetiuj^e 

i"  upon  publieke  nutiee  were  chosen  for  Deputys  for  the  General 
"  Court  this  ensueing  yeare  ^Ir.   Anthony  Stoddard  and  James 
"  Penu.     Also  for  Selectnieu  fur   the  Townes  affaires  Mr.  V,'m. 
(  "Col bourne,  Anthony  Stoddard  and  5  others — (there were  seven 

I  "chosen  annually)--"' 

I  "18th  day  2nd  Mo.  1G50.      At  a  meeting  tbis  day  :sh:  Antliouy 

i  "Stoddard    was    chosen    Recorder   of    the    Towne  this  year — " 

these  offices  he  held  fur  the  next  succeeding  year. 
I  In  1G5G  Mr.  Stod'.lard  was  elected  one  'jf  a  Couimittee  of  four 

I  "  to  consider  the  '  hioJeir  of  the  townes  house:    to  bee  built,  us 

[  ••concerning  the  charge  tliereof,  and  the  most  convenient  place, 

"  a-s   also   to   take  the  sub.seriptions  of  the  inhabitants  to  propa- 
"  gate  such  a  building." 

This  building  called  the  "  Town  and  State  House  "  was  built 
the  following  year,  the  Colony  e:s:cusing  the  town  from  current 
payment  of  rates  in  consideration.  It  was  built  of  wood,  and 
was  destroyed  in  the  tire  of  1711,  the  next  year  a  building  of 
brick  took  its  place. 

In  1G50  he  was  chusen  K<u-presentative  to  the  General  Court, 
and  agiiiu  in  IGGO  and  16G5,  from  this  date  to  1G84  a  period  of 
twenty  years  he  was  chosen  annually  to  this  office,  no  man  since 
his  day  having  been  so  often  elected  to  represent  the  City  of 
Boston. 

A  tax  list  for  1G74  which  includes  120  names  of  citizens  and 
property  owners  rates  Anthony  Stoddard  the  highest  on  tha 
list,  he  being  evidently  the  most  wealthy  man  in  the  district, 
moreover  his  is  the  only  name  to  which  is  prefixed  "Mr." 
This  meant  a  good  deal  more  in  those  days  than  now,  when 
everybody  is  dubbed  Mister  or  Esquire. 

One  or  two  other  quotations  from  the  Town  Records  may  be 
permitted  as  showing  the  responsible  position  held  by  Mr.  Stod- 
dard in  the  Colony.  In  1G6S  Capt.  Rob't  Keayne  died  leaving 
a  legacy  of  considerable  value  to  the  Town,  and  Mr.  Anthony 
Stoddard  with  5  others  were  "  appointed  a  Committee  to  joyue 
"  with  the  Selectmen  about  treating  and  issueing  the  same." 

"  29  Aug't  1G79.  Ordered  that  Mr.  Anthony  Stoddard  (  and 
"  5  otheis)  take  care  and  dispose  of  the  premises  in  the  Center 
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"quarter,  and  that  saiJ  iicrsuus  or  any  iwn  t)f  thcni  shall  incase 
"  uf  tire  order  the  bluwint:-  uj)  ur  puUiuy  duwu  of  huiises  and 
"  apoiut  tit  persons  t^  be  imployed  thereat." 

"9th  Sept.  1G79.  Mr.  Anthony  Stoddard  and  J..hn  Tuelianls 
"  Deputy s  of  the  General  Court  made  a  return,  and  reconjniend- 
"  ed,  against  perniittin--  strangers  (.'(jiijiiige  into  and  resi(nng  m 
"ye  towne  without  the  ai)prol>ation  of  ye  Selectmen." 

These  quaint  (piotations  from  the  old  records  of  Boston  are 
interesting  in  themselves  as  exliihiting  a  picture  of  the  earliest 
years  of  the  New  England  Colony,  apart  from  the  pei'sonal  men- 
tion of  the  ancestor  of  the  American   Stoddards. 

Anthony  was  a  thorough  believer  in  the  doctrine  that  it  is  not 
gcxxl  for  man  to  live  alone— he  married  four  times  and  was  the 
father  of  17  children.  He  died  March  }G,  1GS7.  The  local 
notices  of  his  ileatli  call  him  "  the  ancientest  shopkeeper  in  town." 

His  first  wife  was  ]Mary,  (hiughter  of  Emanuel  Downing  by 
his  tirst  wife  Anne  ^Var(^  Emanuers  second  wife  to  whom  he 
was  married  in  IG'ii  was  Lucy  Winthrop  daughter  of  Adam 
Winthro]-  the  ord  of  Groton,  and  sister  of  J«dm  who  was  sent 
over  to  be  Governor  of  the  Colonv  of  ^lassachusetts. 

Mary  Downing  had  preceded  Anthony  Stochlard  in  the  Colony 
some  tive  years — having  emigrated  in  163:^ — she    was    ailmirted 
to  the  church  lUh  ^lay  same  year,  as  "  IMary  Downing  Ivinswo- 
"  man  to  our  brother  John  Winthrop  Governor." 
"  This  connection  was  valuable  to  all  the  family.     Lucy  and  her 
husband  Downing  came  over  by  invitation   of  lier  brother  the 
Governor,  and  when  Anthony  Stoddard  married  ]\Ltry  Downing 
be    was    at    once    introduced   to   a   circle  of  prominence  and  in- 
fluence. 
""  Mary  Stoddard's  half  bristlier  became  the  celebrated  Sir  George 
Downing  baronet,  and  her  sister  Anne  married  for  her  second 
husband  Governor  Simon  Bradstreet  of  Massachusetts. 
"Anthony  and  Mary  had  three  Suns  : 

Benjamin  bap.  23rd  August,  IGID. 

Solomon      "      26th  September,  1G43. 
-Samson       "      3rd  December,  1645. 

The  eldest  son  ilied  young,  but  Sfdomon  became  noted  an<l 
left  manv  descendants.      Mary  Dosvniug  Stoddar.l  died  June  16th 
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16iT.  The  tV)llu\vin^■  quaint  accouut  of  lit-i-  ucatli  is  fcuihl  in 
tlie  Kev.  Jl'Iiu  Eliot's  Ktconls  uf  the  First  Cliureh  in  Kuxbury, 
^Massachusetts. 

''1647  FrLini  yt  tiuje  forward  a  ,t;-reat  sickuesse  epifleraical.  did 
"the  Lord  hiy  upon  us.  so  yt  the  ,ij:reatest  parte  of  a  towne  was 
"  siok  at  one,  whole  fiuuilys  sick  y.jun;^-  and  old.  <V  :  at  wh.  tune 
"  uf  visitation,  l)les.^ed  Miis.,\\'inthrop  the  Guv'nors  wife  dyed  rdso 
"a  histy  stron,!.;-  woman  of  Boston  ?klris.  Stodder,  fuudly  eat 
•'  greene  peaches,  wch  set  lier  to  so  vy«dent  a  vonnting  as  yi  it 
"burst  her  intralls.  as  its  thought  ^v  so  >he  dyed." 

Anthouy  does  not  seem  to  have  niouriied  lier  very  long,  fur, 
a  mouth  after\vards  viz.  Juh  "24.  1G47  a  contract  or  au'reenieut 
of  marriace  was  signed,  and  hefore  tlie  end  of  December  in  the 
Same  year  he  married  agaiu- 

Barbara,  the  widow  of  Captain  Joseph  AVeld  of  Roxbury — 
This  lady  lived  seven  years  and  a  h;df,  an.:!  dving  April  lo  1655 
left  5  young  (diildren,  4  uf  whi^se  names  begiu  with  S. 

Grace  born  14  September  ItUS. 

Samuel  "      14  January  1(550. 

Simeon         "      25  May  1651. 

Sarah  "      21  October  1652. 

Stephen        "         6  January  1654. 

Of  these  Simeon  l)eeame  noted  and  is  the  ancestor  of  many 
Boston  families. 

But  Anthouy  could  not  en(hire  single  Hfe,  and  within  a  year 
married  his  third  wife — 

Christian,  whose  family  name  is  not  known,  neither  the  time 
of  her  birth  or  death.  She  was  the  patient  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren, as  follows  : 

Anthony     burn  16  June  165(5. 

Christian       "      22  March  165S. 

Lydia  "      27  March  166d. 

Joseph  "        1  Dec.  1661. 

John  "     22  April  1663. 

Ebenezer      "       1  July  1664.  i 

Dorothy        "     24  Xoveml>er  1665.  '  .  "' 

Mary    '         "     25  March  1668.  .... 

Jane  "     20  Julv  1669.  : 
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The  town  records  are  missing  for  17  months  between  16G5 
and  16GS,  so  that  it  is  possible  one  more  birth  should  be  recorded 
in  this  period  1 

After  the  death  of  Christian  who  lived  at  lea.st  15  vtars,  An- 
thony marned  fourthly  and  lastly- — 

Mary,  the  widow  of  Captain  Thomas  Savage  who  bore  him  no 
children,  there  were  however  at  this  time  nine  childi'en  under  U 
years  of  age,  so  there  was  no  lack  uf  little  ones  to  ket-j;  the  ste[j- 
mother  busy. 

But  of  all  this  large  family  of  seventeen  chiKlren,  ten  imly,  4 
sons  and  G  daughtt-rs,  appear  to  have  survi>-eii  tht-ir  father. 
Eight  of  these  were  made  equal  heirs  in  the  Estate,  and  of  the 
others  "Giace"  was  -'  forgiven  whatever  she  is  indt^bted  unt^^ 
"  nie."  Tiie  will  d>.ts  nut  ini.licate  eleai'ly  the  amount  of  Mr. 
Stoddard's  wealth,  but  from  the  fact  that  he  provides  that  every 
child  coming  of  age  shall  receive  an  advance  of  200  pounds, 
$1,000.00  :  and  estimating  this  as  approximately  grds  of  the 
amount  which  each  was  expected  to  receive,  we  arnve  at  a  sum 
of  Fifteen  Thousand  dollars,  to  which  add  the  widow's  third 
provided  for  before  marriage  making  a  total  of  about  Twenty- 
two  Thousand. 

At  this  time  money  was  worth  about  two  and  a  half  times 
what  it  is  to-day,  so  that  Mr.  Stoddard  may  be  consid.ered  as 
having  left  an  estate  valued  between  55  and  60  thousand  dollars, 
a  large  fortune  in  those  days. 

Anthony  Stoddard  made  his  last  will  '29  Dec.  1684: — see  appen- 
dix. 

Rev'd  Solomon  Stoddard,  second  and  oldest  surviving  son 
of  Anthony  and  Mary  Stoddard,  born  Sept.  26th  IG-iS,  died 
February  11th  1729  aged  86.  Went  to  school  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  entered  Harvard  College  and  graduated  in  1662,  was  af- 
terwards elected  "  Fellow  ""  and  became  the  first  Librarian  of 
the  College,  which  office  he  held  from  1667  to  1674.  On  account 
of  his  health,  he  acc^nnpanied  the  Governor  uf  Massacliusetts  to 
Barbadoes,  in  the  capacity  of  Chaplain  and  remained  two  years 
preaching  to  the  Dissenters.  In  1669  he  received  a  call  to  the 
church  in  Xorthamptou,  and  settleil  as  minister  Se-"'-^"iber 
Uth  1672. 
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He  married,  ^ilarch  8th  1670,  Mrs.  Esther  Mather  wi  low  of 
Kev.  Eleazor  Mather,  his  predecessor  at  Xorthampton.  Siie  was 
originally  Miss  Esther  AVarham  of  Wiudsi.ir  Conu.  She  broucrht 
him  twelve  children  and  died  February  10th  173G  age<l  9G — 
having  survived  her  husband  seven  years. 

By  her  first  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  the  Rev. 
Warham  Mather  and  three  other  children — and  was  sister  in  law 
of  Eev.  Increase  Mather  and  aunt  by  marriage  to  the  Ilev.  Cotton 
Mather  whom  she  survived. 

Solomon  Stoddard  was  a  man  of  eminent  ability  who  liad  few 
equals,  if  any  superiors  in  the  ministry  of  lus  day.  He  was  of  a 
liberal  heart,  and  gave  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  sume  large  do- 
nations. He  was  a  prolific  writer  and  a  score  of  publications 
came  from  his  pen. 
His  children  were : 

Mary         born  Jan'y  9  1671. 

Esther         "     June  2, 1672. 

Samuel        "     Feb  y  5,  1671,  died  young. 

Anthony      "     June  6,  1075,       "         " 

Aaron  "     Aug.  23,  1676      "         " 

Christian     "     Aug.  23,  1676. 

Anthony      "     Aug.  9,  1678. 

Sarah  "     April  1.  1680. 

John  "     Feb'y  17,  1GS2. 

Israel  "     April  10,  1633,  died  in  France.  C::.--  ""  -  -^.  T 

Rebecca       "      Jan'y  1686. 

Hannah       "     April  21,  1688. 
Of  the  above,  Esther  married  Rev'd  Timothy  Edwards  arid  was 
mother  of  Rev'd  Jonathan   Edwards,  the  great  New  England 
Divine. 

Sarah  married  Rev'd  Samuel  ^\'hitman,  and  their  daughter  of 
the  same  name  married  Rev'd  John  Trumbull  of  Waterbury 
Conn.,  of  the  family  of  the  Governors  of  Conn,  of  that  name, 
and  was  the  mother  of  Judge  Trumbull,  L  L.  D.,  the  dis- 
tinguished author,  who  died  in  Detroit,  ^^lich.,  1831,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  his  daughter  Julia,  wife  of  Governor  Woodl-.ridge  of 
Michigan. 

John  became  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common   Pleas,   Ju<lge    of 
Probate  and  Colonel  of   the  regiment  and  IMember  of    His  Ma- 
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jesty's  Council,  (Gor-c  IT.)  ,.f  wh,.s,.  afscfii.Lmts  in  three 
j^'enenitiuns  full. .win--,  it  is  s;;ia  tlmt  upwards  of  thirty  xc- 
ceived  ;i  f..lle-iate  eJucation  an.l  gr.i  luale.!  iit  titlu-r  Harvard 
or  Yal(>. 

^Ir.  St(j(ldard- was  a  very  succfssful  [-reacher  and  was  ^-rfjitly 
beloved,  tlie  rt-vcrencf  of  his  puoplo  f,,r  liis  venerated  nanie  LmI 
to  the  dismissal  of  hi.;  successor,  the  I'lev'd  Jou'n  Kdwards 
from  their  church  f(ir  opposition  to  the  princi[)Ies  lie  had  incul- 
cated. :\rr.  Sto.hhird  in  his  iiotr.ns  of  Church  yovta-nnient 
favored  Preshyteriath.^m  rather  than  Cou-reL;-atioaalisiu.  He 
used  to  say  he  had  live  harvests,  in  which  the  general  enquiry 
was  ''  What  luust  I  do  to  be  saved  ?"  The  dates  of  these  revivals 
were  loT;*,  IGSo,  lu'»0,  1712.  ITIS. 

His  doctiines  concerning  tlie  Lord's  Supper  led  to  great  con- 
troversy in  Xew  England— iii<leed  his  views  were  at  one  time  so 
prominent  that  tlu-y  were  designated  by  the  name  of  "  Stod- 
clardism." 

In  ItJoT,  this  controversy  whicli  had  arisen  over  what  is  called 
the  "  Half-way  Covenant,"  (wherel)y  persons  baptised  in  infancy, 
could  on  arriving  at  yeais  (.>f  discretion  own  their  covenant  and 
present  their  children  for  baptism:  but  need  not  unite  with  the 
church  in  Comiuunion),  had  led  to  serious  ditKculties  and.  much 
bitterness,  and  one  of  its  outgrowths  was  the  division  of  the 
First  cliurch  of  Stratford  and  the  settlement  of  Woodbury  by 
the  dissenters.  This  famous  controversy  interested  all  the 
churches  in  the  Colony,  and  for  upwards  of  half  a  century  the 
principles  involved  in  the  struggle  continued  a  matter  of  constant 
debate  and  dillerence.  In  ItilHi  Rev'd  Increase  Mather  publish- 
ed a  work  entitled  ''The  Order  of  the  Gospel,"  S.^loniou  Stod- 
dard, vvho  had  arilently  espoused  the  liberal  side  replied  with  a 
work  called  "The  Doctrine  of  Instituteil  Churches,"  and  followed 
it  in  1707  and  1700  with  his  '■  Sermon  on  the  L  n-d's  Supper." 
This  vigorous  and  learned  ccaitroversy  enlivened  the  rehgi^His 
literatur*;  of  the  time. 

Stoddard  however  appears  to  have  gone  farther  than  even  the 
"half-way  covenant  "  hjr  he  m  tiutaiued  that  all  baptised  persons 
not  scandalous  in  living,  miglit  lawfully  partake  of  the  sacrament 
of  the  li  iril's  Supper,  thtnigh  knowing  themselves  to  be  destitute 
of  true  reliLjion.      In  this  however  his  \iews   were  but  in  accord- 
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auce  with  the  prevailiiiix  dneti-ine  <jf  the  Iteformed  C'hniclifs  of 
that  n;^'e.  No  minister  ever  preached  mnre  clfarlv  and  earnestlv 
than  did  'Slv.  Stoddard,  the  nfcessity  of  re.ijeneratioii  in  order  tu 
salvation. 

A  partial  list  of  his  pa<_)hsho  1  works  is  here  apjK-ndcd  with  the 
dates  of  tlieir  pul)lieatii'n. 

169G.     The  Trial  oi  Assurance. 

1700.     The  Doctrine  of  Instituted  Churches. 

1702.  The  Dan.q-er  of  Degeneracy. 

1703.  Election  SL-rmou. 

1707.  Sernitin  on  the  Lord's  Supper. 

170S.     Sermon  Ordination,  of  Kev'd  Juseph  Willard,   Swamp 
field. 

1708.  luexcusahleness  of  neglectinLr  the  >Yorship  of  G.id. 
1708.     Falseness  of  the  Hopes  of  ^lany  Professors. 
1700.     Appeal  to  the  learned  on  the  I-ord's  Supper. 
1712.     A  Plea  for  Tithes. 

1712.     Divine  Teachings  render  PerS'Uis  Blessed. 

1714.     A  Guide  to  Chiist. 

1717.     Three  Sermons,  Virtue  of  Christ's  Blood. 

Natural  ]\Ien  under  the  Gov't  of  Selfd(:)ve. 

The  Gospel  a  Means  oi  C(:>nversiiin. 

1717.  To  Stir  up  Young  ^^len  and  IMaidens. 

1718.  Ordination  S-.rmon  of  Mr.  Tho's  Cheney. 

1719.  Treatise  c.'noerning  Conversion. 

1722.  Answer  to  Cases  of  Conscience. 

1723.  Inquiry  Whether  Gi»d  is  not  Angry  with  this  Country. 

1724.  Safety  uf  appearing  in  Christ's  Eighteousness. 

Mr.  Stoddard's  ministry  attained  the  great  length  i;>f  o6  years  : 
he  w-as  assisted  the  last  two  years  by  the  appointment  of  his 
stepson  Rev'd  Jonathan  Edwards  as  colleague. 

He  made  his  will  in  1717,  having  "  attained  to  a  great  age," 
but  lived  for  twelve  years  longer,  and  died  in  1729,  "rejoicing 
''in  my  Saviour,  who  hath  revealed  his  glory  t'_>  my  soul."' 

See  Appendix. 

Mr.  Stoddard  is  described  as  "  in  person  tall  and  imposing, 
of  a  comely  countenance,"  and  in  old  age  of  a  •'  grave  and  vener- 
able presence."  But  the  aftabiUty  of  his  manners  and  the 
pleasantness  of  his  conversation  inspired  confidence  and  aflectiou 
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even  in  the  y.  luuy,  while  his  iligiiitleil  mien,  "  coinniamloa  rev- 
"  erenee  t'r.nii  all  that  saw  him."  There  iiiust  have  been  sume- 
thiijo-  in  his  pi-esti.ce  akm  to  that  in  ANashiiipten  which  caused 
the  very  savay:t'S  to  looli  upou  him  with  awe.  The  following 
auecJote  is  well  authenticate.!.  ••  Once  when  he  was  riJino- 
"  from  Northainptou  to  Hattiehl,  and  passing  a  place  called 
'■  Dury's  Hwle,  an  amlnish  of  savages  lined  the  road.  A  French- 
"  man  directing  his  gun  toward  him,  was  warned  by  one^f  the 
"Indians,  wlm  some  time  befuro  had  been  aimaig  the  English, 
"  not  to  tire,  because  thar  was  Eiigli-iiman's  GocL'^ 

Kev"d  Anthony  Stoddai'd.  eldest  son  of  Solomon,  born  Aug. 
ntli,  1G78,  died  Sep.  G,  17G0.  Graduated  at  Harvard  1G97,  be- 
came a  licentiate  in  ITlXi,  and  was  invited  to  preach  in  the 
church  at  Wuudbiiry,  C.-nn.,  vacant  by  the  recent  death  of  its 
first  pastor. 

They  soon  I)ecame  so  interested  as  to  desire  him  to  settle  over 
Iheni.  Accrdingly  at  a  lawful  town  meeting  duly  called  and  re- 
corded in  thf  town  reords,  it  was  Vi.ted  and  agreed,  as  an  en- 
couragement fL>r  him  to  do  so,  •'  to  build  him  a  house  here  in 
"  Wooilbury  «if  known  dimensions,  he  only  ^.iroviding  nayls  and 
"  glasse,  to  dig  him  a  well,  to  pay  him  a  mayntenauce  for  ye 
"  work  of  ye  ^Ministry,  Sevtnty  pounds  per  annum  to  be  paid  in 
"provisions  'at  prices  imt  t.)  l>e  varied  from  "  extraordinary 
"  providences  excepted,"  aiid  to  furnish  him  with  llo  acres  of  land, 
"  properly  diviiled  into  tillage,  pasture,  meadow  and  wood  and 
"conveniently  situated.  The  whole  to  be  tirmly  deeded  to  him 
"forever  when  he  shall  have  continued  with  them  six  years  after 
"  date  hereof." 

Mr.  Stcnldard  accepted  the  call,  and  the  contract  of  the  town 
was  carried  into  elFect  \vith  all  possible  dispatch.  In  this  house 
the  prolmte  courts  for  the  district  of  Woodbury  were  held  for 
more  than  forty  years. 

On  May  27.  17t)2  he  was  admitted  to  full  communion  with  the 
church  and  «adained  P:istor.  Mr.  Stoddard  possessed  great 
versatility  of  mind,  had  enjoyed  the  best  classical  and  theologi- 
cal culture  of  the  day  and  had  been  fa  v.  .red  with  the  counsels 
and  example  of  his  eminent  fither.  Though  retiring  to  this 
then  obscure  palish,  h^-  f. )und  r<M,m  and  verge  enough  for  the 
exercise  of  his  rare  powers,  and  souu  took  rank  among  the  leading 
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mini.ster.s  of  tlie  Colony.  His  miui.stry  was  remHiktil.U;  for  its 
duratiMii  mul  the  veacu  ami  pr...sperity  wLirh  atteu.L.J  it.  rrom 
the  date  '>i  bis  lirst  senarai  as  a  candidate,  to  that  of  his  last, 
he  uumheved  sixty  yt^aL■s  in  his  caninl.^  Daring-  all  these  years, 
his  chtu-ch  was  in  a  liighly  prosperous  condition,  nutwitstanding- 
the  low  state  ot  the  other  churches  in  New  England. 

Ho  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  to  draft  the  original  rules 
of  the  Litchlield  Cons^ 'ciation.  He  was  an  able  and  earnest 
preacher  and  was  appointed  to  preach  the  ••■  election  serrnou "' at 
.the  May  Session  of  the  Genernl  Court  m  171 G,  an  ni^pomtment 
bestowed  on  the  more  prominent  ministers  only.  He  was  also 
as  much  at  home  in  medicine  and  law  as  theology,  being  at  the 
same  time  minister,  lawyer  and  physician.  According  to  a  cus- 
tom then  common,  h.e  ja-e})ared  himself  in  these  departments 
that  he  might  be  useful  b>  his  tlock  when  physicians  and  lawyers 
were  not  at  hand.  He  was  clerk  of  Probate  for  40  years  and  in 
this  ca})acity  dr«w  most  of  tlie  wills  of  his  parishioners  and  did 
nearly  all  the  l>usiness  of  the  otSce.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
largest  farmers  in  the  town,  yet  did  not  suiter  these  secular 
interests  to  interfere  with  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

After  a  life  of  arduous  and  successful  labor,  at  a  gooiT  old  age 
"  like  a  shock  of  corn  fully  ri|>e  for  the  harvest  "  he  was  gathered 
to  his  fathers.  He  died  Se})t.  G,  17G0  in  the  S3rd  year  of  his  age 
and  the  Gist  of  his  pastorate,  having  been  sick  ''  about  two  days." 
His  estate  inventoried  besides  his  books  and  apparel  the  large 
sum  of  £0()()— ($4500). 

He  was  married  thrice.  First,  Oct.  20,  1700  Prudence  Welles 
of  Wethersfield,great-grand-daughterof  Governor  Thomas  "Welles 
of  Conn.,  by  whom  he  had  S  children.  She  died  April  16,  1715, 
aged  33  years  after  giving  birth  to  Gideon. 

Secondly,  Jan'y  31,  171G,  Mary  Sherman  who  died  Jan'y  l'2th 
1721  aged  29  years  after  bringing  him  3  children. 

And  Thirdly,  Hannah— whose  death  is  recorded  Xov.  2G, 
1  747  at  Woodbury. 

The  Rev'd  Anthony  Stoddard  of  Woodbury  was  elected  a 
Trustee  of  the  University  of  Yale  Sept.  17th,  173S  and  continued 
to  serve  until  his  death. 

The  following  extracts  from  Cothreirs  History  of  Woodbury 
give  a  realistic  idea  of  the  primitive  life  of  the  days  in  which  he 
lived. 
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"  111  IToT  re}... Its  of  an  Expeaitioii  i.y  the  FiTiicli  1111.!  Iii,li;u!s, 
a,u-ain.st  ^;)Ui..'  iiuits  of  Xfw  ]':iigl;in'l  --avf  -viutuI  alann. 

Tile  })e(.iilf  of  WVKMll.urv  with  -leat  ahicnty,  set  ahuut  the 
work  of  [.reparing  ile.'eiises.  They  repaired  the  fuur  f.-rtilifj,! 
houses  of  liie  vilh.ige  one  of  wliich  beloiigeJ  tu  IL'v'd  Anthony 
Stoddard.  In  170S  a  l)ody  of  Indians  appeared  and  drove  the 
pe'-iple  by  tlieir  fe)n!ri.Ld)le  ap[)earauce,  into  the  fortified  houses. 
During  the  continnance  of  the  war,  it  is  relate.!  that  one  S;d)l)ath 
aftei-noon  aftei-  the  C(niehisiou  of  the  services  at  cliuroh,  wh.ile  ^Ir. 
Stoddardi  was  ^v;dldng  in  Ids  garden  he  discovered  an  Indian 
slvulking  auiiaig  the  surroumhug  trees  and  bushes.  Apparently 
^^itllout  11  itieiug  the  movements  of  the  Indian,  he  contrived  to 
enter  his  h^use  au.i  obtain  has  gun.  After  phiying  the  same 
game  of  sknlldng  with  lii>  adver.-^ary  for  :i  while  Mr.  Stoddard 
got  a  fair  view  of  him,  diseiuirged  his  gun,  and  he  fell  among  the 
bushes.  He  dared  not  investigate  furtlier  that  ni^iit,  but  hav- 
ing quietly  given  the  alarm,  the  inhabitants  sought  their  palisad- 
ed houses  for  the  night. 

F/irly  in  the  morning,  he  discovered  another  red  foe  iu  the 
viciniry  of  his  conipauion,  wh'-im  he  also  laid  low  witli  his  musket. 
By  this  time  the  peo}ile  had  assendjled  and  after  sci)uring  the 
country  in  all  directions  for  Sever;U  hours,  and  no  other  savages 
being  found,  the  alarm  subsided."" 

"  When  tea  was  tlrst  introdueeil  into  town,  during  the  first  half 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  a  small  c^uantity  was  obtained  by  Par- 
sou  Stoddard,  for  use  iu  "  casw  of  sickness '"  or  ou  occasions 
when  company  was  invited  ;  but  before  either  of  these  coutiu- 
gencies  had  haj^pened,  the  parson's  daughters  took  it  into  their 
heads  to  have  a  tea  party  of  their  own,  to  test  the  quality  of  the 
new  luxury  before  the  "old  folks."'  They  accordingly  invhed 
their  "sweethearts  "'  and  conducted  the  affair  with  much  secrecy. 
On  the  eventful  evening  they  ailmitted  the  young  men  whom 
they  had  invited  to  the  parsonage,  by  means  of  a  ladder  placed 
at  a  back  wdndow.  But  a  new  ditiiculty  presented  itself,  they 
did  not  know  how  to  prepare  the  article  for  use,  after  much  per- 
plexing thought  they  luit  a  quantity  of  the  tea  into  an  iron  ket- 
tle, kindled  a  tire  under  it,  and  kept  it  boiling  for  a  long  time 
till  they  thought  it  sufficiently  "cooked."      They    then    emptied 
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the  contents  iuto  a  large  phitter,  aud  cousumeil  it  in  the  form  of 
soup,  the  leaves  serving  as  thickening." 

Two  of  Mr.  Stoddard's  sons-in-law,  viz.  Preserved  Strong  and 
Doctor  Munu,  took  an  appeal  from  the  })robate  of  his  Will,  to 
the  Superior  Couit.  claiming  some  unfairness.  It  remtdued  on 
the  docket  ab;jut  a  year  vrhen  it  was  witlidrawn,  having  been 
amicably  settled.  It  gives  evidence  however  that  the  debire  to 
'•  bust  a  wdll "  is  of  long  standing  in  Connecticut. 

]Mr.  Stod.lard  was  buried  in  tliu  ancient  Cemetery  of  AVood- 
bary  where  his  gravestone  nnich  dilapidated  by  the  storms  of  a 
century  and  a  half  still  remains.  But  at  the  t'^vo  hundredth 
Anjiiversary  of  the  organizaticjn  of  the  Fu'st  Church  of  Woodbury 
held  May  5th  1S70,  a  handsome  granite  monument  33  feet  high 
called  the  "  Father's  ^Monument  ''  erected  in  a  conspicuous  part 
of  the  cemetery,  and  iuicrii/ed  to  the  Fathers  of  the  Town  was 
unveiled,  winch  Ijears  on  its  north  side  the  epitaph  of  tlie  Rev'd 
Anthony  Stoddard  the  second  pastor  of  the  church. 

^Ir.  Stoddard  was  the  f;ither  of  eleven  children,  all  (jf  whom 
were  more  or  less  conspicuous  in  the  h)cal  history  of  Woodbury 
and  Litchfield  County.  Eliakim  became  the  ancesti.'r  of  Gen- 
eral Wm.  Tecumseh  Sherman  and  Gideon  continued  the  line 
of  the  family  we  are  pursuing. 

Gideon  Stoddiird,  born  May  27th  1714,  lived  in  Wo.>dbuiy, 
Conn,  all  his  life,  married  Jan'y  ilth  1733,  Olive,  daughter  of 
John  and  Joanna  Curtis,  who  was  one  year  younger  than  him- 
self.    They  ha^l  fourteen  children  of  wliom  Nathan  was  the  4th. 

The  notices  of  Gideon  are  very  meagre. 

While  occupying  a  prominent  position  in  the  tov'.-n  where  his 
father  lived  so  long  and  respected,  he  seems  to  have  been  satis- 
fied with  the  life  of  a  farmer  which  fell  to  his  lot  as  inheriting  a 
share  of  his  father's  lands.  That  he  was  not  without  desire  how- 
ever to  take  an  active  part  in  the  responsibilities  of  his  time  is 
evinced  by  the  following. 

In  May  1754  the  General  Assembly  at  Hartford  passed  the 
folltnving  resolution  : 

This  Assembly  do  establish  and  confirm  Mr.  Gideon  Stoddard 
to  be  Ensign  of  the  1st  Company  or  trainband  in  the  town  of 
Woodbury  and  order  that  he  be  commissioned  accordingly. 

In  Mav  1757,  Mr.  Gideon  Stoddard  by  similar  resolution  of 
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tliL-  As-,einMy  \\;is  C.ainni^^si'.iifl  Lit-utuU;iiit  ft"  the  1st  Company 
of  Wcnlbury  uiiil  ill  Au-u^t.  :>;aiic  y^-ar,  ho  aco.'inpiiiiit-.l  the  ex- 
pe.liti'Ui  which  WIS  rui^^eJ  fur  tlic  rt-hff  of  Fort  WiUium-Ht-nry 
iiLiir  Lake  GforL^-f.  Two  couipauios  were  uri,^anizeJ  in  Woodbury 
aud  liiarc-hed  to  tiiat  plaoe,  VnAwj;  al)>ent  about  three  weeks.  In 
March  1750.  the  Colony  ul  Colin.;e^eut  voted  o,uO(J  leen  to  aid 
ill  the  \var  ^vitii  Fraiu-e.  AmoiiL;  the  various  enactiueiits  passed 
by  the  Assembly  for  th.is  purpos;-,  Gidfoii  ^Stoddard  was  Com- 
missioned Captain  of  the  lOth  Coiiipa.uy,  '2w\  E-.i^imeut,  f.^r  the 
ensuiDL;-  cauipai-!',  and  in  the  next  year  Captain  of  the  12th 
Company,  :3rd  P.— ;luu:-it.  In  Octoljer,  Captain  St.'dd ml  retired 
from  the  army  in  the  tit-Id  and  was  Conuuissioued  Cail:'iuof  the 
ihl  Coiupaii_N  VI  train! land  vi  Wood'oury.  he  now  continued  his 
businf.-iS  of  farming;'  until  the  iireakin^-  out  of  the  Jiev(jhili(Miary 
War,  when,  akhoULdi  an  old  man,  he  still  took  an  active  part  iu 
patriotic  inovenieiits  in  his  town. 

At  a  lutetin^-  of  the  Inliabitants  of  the  ttiwn  of  Vv'oodbnry 
Nov.  17th  1774,  the  action  of  tht-  A^s^iciation  of  the  Dde-ates  of 
tlie  American  Colonies  in  the  late  General  Congress  heM  at 
l^hiladelphia  was  ajiproved  and  VJ  persons  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  carry  out  the  provi.-^ious  of  its  recommendations. 
The  third  name  on  this  Committee  is  Capcain  Gideon  Sto^ddard. 

At  a  legal  meeting  (.^f  the  Freemen  of  tlie  town  of  Woodbury 
Sept.  10th  177o.  Cai>tain  Gideon  Stoddard  ami  29  others,  his  be- 
ing the  tirst  name,  were  app'jinted  a  Committee  of  Inspection 
and  Observation  to  guard  the  sentiments  of  the  town  in  the 
stirring  times  to  follow.  They  were  the  principal  men  from  all 
Cjuarters  of  the  ancient  town,  men  upon  whom  dependence  could 
be  placed  in  times  of  ditiiculty  and.  danger,  and  their  duty  was 
to  foster  the  spirit  of  independence  and  to  suppress  and  drive 
out  any  who  manifested  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  the  British. 

Gideon  ji_)ined  his  father's  church  on  "  the  half-way  Covenant," 
Feb'y  2ud  1735,  with  Ohve  his  wife;  within  three  years  she  en- 
tered into  full  communion  and  her  husband  followed  July  9th 
1741.  He  subsequently  became  "Deacon,"  Aug.  19,  1767,  and 
died  May  21,  17S0,  aged  66.  He  made  his  will  nine  days  before 
his  death,  "being  sick,"  and  did  not  forget  his  young  grandson 
Xathan  who  had  been  left  fatherless  three  years  previously. 

Nallian  8tOfl<lar(l,  sou  of  Gideon  and  Olive,  born  Aug't  Sth 
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J  iiey  li;i.l  SLVeii  ciiiM;,  u. 

Xathan  ynn.-l  rlu-  Fi..t  church  W llcnv.Sc.pL  1st  1771.  :u„l 

'"  ^7V'"  '"''''■'■  '"'''"^'^  '''"'    '^^'''^^-^•'^-  ''^M't.zM 
his  wile  Lunicc  ,11,1  f,,r  J,, in  until    YXc.  (Ith  177l>. 

In  177o  the  air  was  lull  .,f  ru,u,.urs  ,,t  w.r,  rh.^  m.rtial  sinnt 
of  h.s  tathcr  was  mhcnt...!  I>y  th.  .,.n,  aiul  as  if  prepann-  h,. 
the  c,..mu^  fray,  Xarhan.  who  ha,!  uu,l„ul.te.llv  scrve.l  en/ now 
lu  the  ranks,  was  in  April  „f  rhi.  year  c^onanis^i^ned   Eusi.-n   of 

the  hrst  Cunpany  ,.■  trainhaua  ,,f  W Ihury  which  was    kn.nvn 

us  the  loth  l\egiiueiir  of  [lie  C'olouv. 

What  seiwiee,  if  any,  he  saw  lu  this  capacity  does  not  appear, 
but  .r-tihtios  suou  atr.rwunls  brtakin-  out.  a  few  nu.nths  hite-- 
he  entorM,  the  arn.y  as  a  private  in  the  4th  l;e;,i,nent  which  was 
oi-<1orea  l.y  General  Washington  to  j„i„  the  troops  opposed  to  the 
British  near  Luke  C'hainplain  and  to  garrison  Fort  Ticondero.-a 
lu  a  ski.-iuish  with  the  enemy  he  uas  taken  prisoner  and  canned 
to  Quebec.  Belorehewas  ,n-dere,l  to  jail  he  uas  concealed 
through  the  kindness  of  a  IVeiich  landla,lv,  and  was  fed  bv  her 
tor  a  considerable  time,  and  aid.  d  to  esca^-e,  which  it  is  saul  he 
did  Ln  swimming  the  St  Lawrence. 

He  tinally  returiid  to  A\'oodbury  and  there  ami  m  the  adjac- 
ent towns  rais.Ml  an,,ther  C  .ini^any  ,.f  ulneh  iie  became  Captani 
ami  was  in  all  the  engagements  near  Danbury,  Conn,  and  Horse 
Neck,  X.  Y.,  in  April  and  'Slay  1777. 

After  the  success  of  the  northern  Army  under  Gates  and  the 
surremler  of  Burgoyne  ill  October.  Captain  8t,.ddard  prepared 
to  join  tlie  army  of  Washingt,..n  ou  the  Delaware.  Earh"  in  X,j- 
vember  Captain  Nathan  Stohkir.l  an.l  Lieutenant  John  "stn.ng, 
who  had  been  sent  t,)  Wo,.dbury  on  3Iilitary  service,  sent  fo^i- 
ward  blankets  and  military  sP^.res  to  the  amount  of  C4:G.  13s.  5, 1, 
and  then  joined  their  command,  which  was  stationed  oppo- 
site Fort  :\Iil}iin  on  IMud  Island.  Here  they  were  oppose,!  to 
Lord  Howe  who  proposed  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Delaware 
which  was  comman,le,l  Ia-  Fort  Tvlercer  at  Led  Bank  on  the  Jer- 
sey side,  and  Fort  Miillin  on  ^lud  Islan,].  After  the  disastrous  de- 
defeat  of  their  attack  on  Ledliank  the  British  procee,]ed  with  more 
deliberation  to  the  reduction  of  :\rud  Island.  By  the  lUth  they  had 
completed  their  batteries  within  5b0  }-ar,ls  of  the  American  fort 
and  began  an  incessant  lire  from  heavv  artillery. 
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Lieut. -C'"l(inel  S-miH-l  Smith  of  ]il-u_\  hui.l.  wii.^  was  in  i-onv 
iiiaiul.  was  wonuilt'l  lu^xl  ilay  v.nd  went  to  tlic  main  laml,  ainlou 
llie  rith  tliL^  brave  j4-:iri-isi)U  vi  2S(;  men  and  2i)  ;ii'till.,ri>t.s  was 
r.)i.ti,k-l  t.)  Major  Sinif  .u  TLiayer  of  KliLnle  IslaiKl,  who  i:ow 
vohintetTfil  to  take  the  <lt  sperate  couimainL  Ou  the  loth  sur- 
roiiiiilei  by  (i  laru'e  ]3ri:  :-h  ^hios  ut'  w;ir  ami  a  lir.u'o  lu.liaman 
anueJ  with  '21  pouhders  with  tiie  laiul  Initteries,  uow  tive  in  uuui- 
ber,  phiyiii',;'  from  thirty  pieces  at  sli'irt  ^listauees.  the  ram[iarts 
ami  l)lock-hMuses  ..u  ^la  1  Islaml  were  h -uey,,  ,;nb  ■  1  aa  1  rh -ir 
ranuoii  sileiRU'i.l.  In  tliis  desperate  attack  Captain  Stoihlard  was 
instantly  ki'hnl  liv  a  cannon  shot  wlii'-h  severed  h's  head  from 
his  body  as  he  was  si-htin^-  a  piece  to  tire  on  the  enemy.  In 
the  evening'  tlie  L;-arrison  evacuated,  and  Vvhen  the  Britisli  en- 
tered the  tort  thev  fom;  1  n.-arly  every  cannon  staiiU'd  witii  Idood. 
Captain  Stoddard  Itft  one  son,  Xatlian  Ashbel,  a,L;ed  0  years 
and  six  yonn^-  daughters.  He  dii-1  intestate  and  his  death 
is  recorded  in  the  lleyister  of  Woodbury.  He  was  aged  35 
ye-ars. 

From  the  Pa-cord  of  S,;rvice  of  Connect icnt  Men  published  l.>y 
autlinrity  of  the  General  Assembly,  under  direction  of  the  Ad- 
jutant   General.      Hartford,  1SS9. 

NATHAN    STGDDARD  OF  AVOODBURY. 
Private— enlisted    m    4th    Pegiment,    Col.    Benj.   Hinman  of 
'W.jodlmry.       Raised    ..n    the    first     call    for    troops, 
April-:\[ay,  1775. 

Served  in  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point  and  St.  Johns, 
Canada. 

AVas  disch.arged  Sept.  11,  1775. 
^Xote— If  the  stateme-nt  given  in  the  Genealogy  is  authentic, 
then  he  must  have  at  once  volunteered  to  jnin  the  Expedition  of 
Col.  Ethan  Allen  ._ni  :\rmtreal— bef.-re  the  walls  of  which  on  25 
Sept,  Allen  w-as  defeated  and  taken  prisoner,  with  38  of  his  sol- 
diers, the  survivors  tied  to  the  w-ood.-,). 

Private— 177G--C  ■!.  Huntingdon's  Reg.   17th  Continentals- 
Captain  Jonathan  Brewster's  Company. 

This  regiment  reorganized  after  the  seige  of  Bos- 
ton, marched  under  ^Vashington  to  New  York  City  — 
suflfered  severely  in  the  engagement  on  Long  Island. 
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Stoddard  u:is  ti-insfcired  to 
Colonel    P;ir.-v.u's  ivj-]iuc,it,  H'tli  CuiitiiiLiilal. 
Private— X..V.  r.th  ITTi;— Captain  Is;mc   Gallup's  ('.Mnivmy- 
por  roll  this  date.      Dibbaude.l  Dec.  :U,  177C. 

On  thf  Vc'  ir-'anization  ..f  tlw  Army  1T77-17SI,  the 
Oriicers  were  selected  with  ^i-eat  care,  with  few  t^x- 
ceptioiis  none  were  app; tinted  who  had  not  seen 
previous  service  in  1775  or  177G. 

Sth     Re.u-iiiient,    Conntctient      Line.        F.icniatinn 
1777-17S1.        Cohaul  J.,hn  Chandler,  Newtown,  Ct. 
Captain— Nathan  Stoddard  ..f  Wooilhury.      Canmission  d;ded 
Jany  l.-t  1777.      l~t  Canpany. 

Rendez\nn\  at  ]^:nibary,  Ap'l  14th,  tro:a  tluaice  to 

reekskill,  X.  Y.      ^larched  to   reinforce   Washin-ton 

Sept.  '77  and  arrived  in  time  to  participate  in  i)attle 

Gerinantow  n,  Oct.  d  '71.      After  winch  a  detachment 

was  ordered  to  assist  in   the  ell'ort   to  command  the 

Dela\vare. 

(Note— between  these  last  events,   St.'didard   a]>pears  to  have 

j^'une  to  \Voodl)ury  to  raise  supplies  for  the  troo['S.  and  returning- 

joined  tlie  detachment  for  Fort  ^Eifllin). 

Geud  Huntin,L;ton  hj  Governor  Trund-nll.  •'^^■e  have  lost 
"  some  ^'allant  otlicers  and  men."'  Captan^  Nathim  Stoddard 
was  killed  by  a  round  sh^jt,  from  the  enemy's  shi[is — in  defense 
of  Fort  MitUiu,  Mud  Island,  Penn.,  Nov.  15,  77. 

Nathiiu  Ashbel  Stoddnrd  born  Feby  •27th,  176S  at  Wood- 
bury Conu.,  baptised  there  Sept.  1st  1771.  Being  left  fatherless 
at  9  years  of  age  he  appears  to  have  been  brought  up  under  the 
care  of  his  grandfather  Captain  Gideon  Stoddard  wdio  left  him 
"  3  acres  of  laud  at  the  Wecampe  farm,"  also  a  seventh  of  lands 
and  timber  bequeathed  to  him  and  his  sisters. 

He  married  August  14th  1793,  Ruth  Judsou  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Deborah  Judson  of  AVoodbury.  He  hved  in  Wood- 
bury until  about  1803,  when  he  moved  to  Paulet,  Vermont. 
Here  he  purchased  land  from  David  Gilmore  July  11th  1S03 
and  engaged  in  business  in  Woolen  mauufacturing  which  he  con- 
tinued for  a  number  of  years. 

He  was  an  active    and  zealous  member  of   the  Congregational 
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church  and  prominent  in  teini.erance  rfforui.  Several  letters  of 
his  nuw  in  the  possession  of  the  writer,  a.hlresseJ  to  his  sou  rrive 
evidence  of  his  earnest  reli.i^ious  convictions. 

In  ISOG  a  Band  was  org-anized  in  Pawk-t  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Free  :\ras.)ns,  which  was  in  great  rorpiost  at  all  celebratDus, 
this  was  the  first  hand  orgaiuzod  in  the  state  of  Vermont.  Na- 
than A.  h:i.,l  evidently  an  ear  for  music  which  appears  to  have 
descended  to  some  of  his  grand-children,  and  we  iiiid  it  noted 
that  he  was  one  of  the  original  mejnlxa-s  of  this  band.  About 
183G  Mr.  Stoddard  sold  out  and  removed  to  TuLiski.  N.  Y.,  where 
he  purchase.!  a  tine  improved  farm  of  TO  acres  one  and  a  half 
miles  South  of  the  town. 

His  wif'--  died  shortly  afterwards  (about  183S)  and  he  himself 
died  intestate  April  1st  IS-JS  in  his  Slst  year.  Letters  of  ad- 
miustration  were  issued  to  his  son  Joshua  C.  Stoldard. 

A  touching  letter  written  from  Albion,  Orleans  Co.,  X.  Y. 
where  he  owned  a  house  and  where  he  was  visiting,  dated  a  few 
months  before  his  death,  a-ldressed  to  his  son  ru_>dman,  breatlies 
the  spirit  and  g'entleness  of  the  true  christian,  "  tell  your  child- 
"ren,"(he  says,  after  iiannng  them  and  sending  his  Live) 
"  not  to  forget  their  Grand-father  Stoddard  who  thinks  so  much 
"  of  them,  take  g-reat  care  to  train  them  uj'  for  Christ.  I  trust 
"you  will  know  how  to  allow  for  my  Idunders  and  faults,  beingf 
"  in  my  eightieth  year.  I  feel  my  time  short,  the  time  of  my  de- 
"parture  is  at  hand.  My  Faith  and  Hope  is  strong  through  the 
"  merits  of  Christ."    • 

His  children  were — 

Rukard,     bom- Oct.  29,  1794 


Rodman,       "      July  5,  1797. 
Catherine,     "       Aug.  19,  1799. 
"Nathan,        "      Oct.    26,   1801. 
Betsey  Clark. 
Eimice,  "      Sept.  5,  1803. 

Catherine,  "  June  2,  ISOG. 
William  J.,  "  July  7,  ISOS. 
Jadson  B.,  "  3 fay'  9,  1811. 
Elizabeth  J.,'-        August  29 

Sims,  Beloit,  Wis. 
Joshua  C,     •'      Aug-.  2G,  1814.      Worcester,  :Mass. 


Died  Sept.  6,  1S57. 
"      May  13,  1853. 

"      Oct.  10,  1804. 
Beloit,   Wis.      Married 

Died  Dec.  25,  1814. 

"      Sept.  2G,  1831. 
Beloit,  Wis. 

Con gregat ional   minister. 
1817.       Married  Chauncev 


46 

Rodrntm  Stoddard,  \v'ni  iu  ^^'<,v<^]mvy,  CVmn.  July  oth  1707. 
Brought  u})  iu  Pnulet.  Venuunt  to  wliidi  |,luce  Lis  fatlicr  ivuiuv- 
ed  in  1S(I3  ns  bt-furc  stated.  Left  Lis  Lome  about  l8li)  uli,i!  -J-J 
years  of  ago  and  v/ent  to  Oxford.  Canada  ^vLere  Lo  engaged  in 
tLe  lumber  business,  sending  his  hnnl)er  down  the  Thames 
River  to  Lake  St.  Chur  ab.'v.j  Detroit  iu  rafts. 

Iu  Oxford  he  met  :\liss  'SLwy  .Alatteson  about  the  year  l:S-22, 
whose  father  removed  with  his  fanuly  two  years  later  to  Ann  Ar- 
bor Michigan. 

In  the  year  1827  ^Ir.  Stoddard  w.nt  to  :Micdr:gan  to  buy 
Government  land:  lie  located  al)  >ut  iS  miles  from  Detroit.  In 
the  Winter  of  1S2S-0,  Aliss  Matteson  was  left  an  orphan  hy  the 
death  of  boili  her  parents,  and  ou  May  26th  1820  }\odman 
Stoddard  and  Mary  Mattes. ai  were  married  iu  Ann  Arbor, 
Washtenaw  Couiity,  3Iielugan  Territory,  at  her  home  by  Esquire 
Pray,  the  young  lady's  guardian. 

The  young  people  at  once  se't  up  housekeepin.ir ;  moving  in  a 
wagon  to  a  place  about  tive  miles  from  D-.-ti. >it  into  a  Ljg  house 
situated  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  forest  (which  covereil  the  whole 
township).  There  was  one  room  up  stairs  and  one  down  staii-s. 
and  to  qu.ite  the  picturesipie  expressinn  of  3[rs.  Sto.ldard,  ••  In- 
"  dians  and  wolves  for  callers'" 

Later  ^Ir.  Stoddard  built  auotlier  house  more  sociably  located 
ou  a  road,  and  in  this  [>lai-e  their  tirst  three  children  were  born. 

Mr.  Stoddard  whs  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Grr?entield 
townahip,  Wayne  County,  and  in  18:)G  built  the  first  frame  house 
erected  in  that  part  of  the  county,  situated  on  what  is  now  called 
Grand  River  Road,  in  this  house  which  became  known  as  the 
Four  ]\rile  Hi.uise  six  other  children  were  b(;rn  to  him. 

Mr.  Stoddard  early  gained  the  contideuce  of  the  c.immunity  iu 
which  he  lived,  as  early  as  1820  he  was  ap[)ointed  by  the  Judge 
of  Probate  to  be  Administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Augustus  Lang- 
don  with  p(nver  to  sell  real  estate  etc. 

In  March  1831  he  appears  at  the  head  of  the  B..ard  of  High- 
way Commissioners  of  the  township  of  Springwells. 

He  had  been  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1830.  and  was  re- 
elected to  this  (4ilce  for  many  years  thereafter. 

In  1837  lie  w  :s  commissioned  Captain  in  ilie  4rh  ll^jginient 
Michi-au  Miiitia  thus  maiutaimug  the  military  record  of  his 
family. 


He  speeulateJ  lurirdy  in  laiul.  :uul  tuo  Registers  of  the  earlv 
years  of  the  Territory  show  how  muiierous  were  his  transactions. 
Subsequently  he  nmved  into  the  eity  vi  Detroit,  wiiere  he  pur- 
chased two  lots  situated  on  what  is  now  Lafayette  Avenue  f..r 
which  he  is  said  to  liave  paid  si, 000.  On  these  l^s  he  hnilt  m 
1850  the  City  Ih-tel. 

The  location  and  building  of  the  new  City  Hall  which  occured 
a  few  years  afterwards,  greatly  enlianced  the  value  of  this  proj)- 
erty  which  in  a  few  more  years  became  central  as  the  city  grew 
aud  advanceiL  The  old  Hotel  buiidin.u-  was  torn  down  in  1874 
and  the  lots  were  sold  separately  shortly  afterwards  fur  a  sum 
aggregating  4:2.  OOu  dollars. 

^Ir.  Stoddard  ^vas  a  IMason  and  died  much  respected  ]May  13th 

1853,  leaving  3  sons  and  5  daughters.       His  widow  still  survives 
him. 

He  was  buried  in  Elniwood  Cemetery  Detroit,  }.Iich. 

His  children  were  : 

{a)  ^r.vRY  E.,  l)orn   -Tune  3d,   1831,   married  September  20th, 

1854,  Henry  B.  ^[aL.ne  of  New  York    state.     Died    June    23d, 
1881,  burie<l  at  Heed  City,  ^lichigan.     Children: 

1.  Cliurlrs  Ilcnrii,  born  April  ^Tth,  1857. 

2.  Jen»ir  Louise,  bom  Aug.  23d,  1850.     Mii-ried  January 

4th,  1888, Wm.  Horace  Smith,  of  Naugatuck,  Conn. 

3.  PiodHiun  S*n,MnnJ,  bom  Dec.  23d,  180(3. 

4.  Louis  Jit<l<oH,  ])orn    X..>v.   5th,   18G8,   died  :\Lirch  22d, 

1872. 

(b)  Ch.vri.ks  Mkios,  born  July  15th,  1833,  married  Sept.  15th 
1857,  Ehza  M.  Johnson,  l)^)m  Salina,  New  York.  Sept.  21th, 
1831.      Residence.  Detroit.     Children: 

1.  Carrie    Frnnces,    born  July   7th,   1858,  died  Ang.   9th, 

1858. 

2.  Charles  Kdirin,  Iv.rn  Jan.    5th.    18G0,    .lied    Oct.   29th, 

1863. 

3.  Jennie  Mn.>i,  born  Aug.  22d,  1S(;3. 

4.  WilVunn  Hniry,  burn   April   23.1,  18G5,  died  Aug.  13th, 

18G0. 

5.  liorhnan  Gardner,  br,rn  ^Lay  25th,  18G7. 

G.      Judsof^  J.,  born  Dec.  0th,  1871,  died  Julv  15th,  1880. 

(c)  J.\.vE  A.,  be.rn  Greenfield,  .Mich..  March  3oth,    1835,    mar- 
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ried  April  2-2.1,  1857,  Louis  Bresler,  of  CV.iista.l,  Germnnv,  born 
Aug.  lOtL,  1822.     RcsiJeuce,  Xew  Yori;  city.     Children  :  ' 

1.  Tiosa  21.,  burn  Feb.  7 tb,  1838. 

2.  Hrnrij,  burn  X\v-.  l.st,  1850.  -lieJ  Xuv.  2Stb  188]. 

3.  Anna  M.^  burn  ^\-?y  22(1,  18tU. 

4.  Bella  A.,  born  :\birch  4th,  18GS. 

5.  Arthur  L.,  born  Tau.  IGth,  1873. 

{(l)  Eliz.v,  l)uru  July  13ih,  1837,  uuuricl  June  iDth,  1871, 
Edward  Deacon  of  Detroit,  rtlieli.,  burn  Dec.  10th,  1830.  Resi- 
dence, Bridgeport,  Conn.     Children  : 

1.  2Li)r.ic  Elisr,  l)urn  April  Kltii,  1873,  in  Detroit. 

2.  Jlcres  Stoddard,  born  :^Iay  15th,  1S70,  '  = 

(e)  CvTHKEiNE,  born  ^Liy  31st,  ls30,  married  June21.st,  1SG4. 
Snuiuel  :\I.  :McComiell,  o+'  Chicago,  111.,  [Merchant,  born  Sept.  4th 
1827.     Children  : 

1.  Williain  Stoddard,  born  March  IGtli,  18G5,  married  Oct. 
6th,  ItSG,  Hattie  A.  ^V,;odIord  of  Purtland, 
Maine,   l.urnl8GG.     Children: 

1.  Lolita.  Wnod/ord,  bu>rn  Dec.  1887. 

2.  In. fie ,  born—,  1880. 

3.  Iluth  Catherine,  horn  March  r2tli,  18:t3. 
(/)     Henry  Cl.vy.  l^orn  Aug.   25th,   1841,  marrie<l  May  IGth. 

1872,  Mary  E.  Bedtll,  born  r^Iay  10th.  ]S52.     Be^i.lence,  Reed 
City,  :Mich.     Children: 

1.  Anna  JLiud,  born  June  10th,  1873. 

2.  Nathan  Bedell,  born  Sept.  25th,  1878. 

3.  Florence  Jlay,  burn  June  26th,  1882. 

Henry  Clay  Stoddard,  enlisted  Aug.  2d,  18G2,  in  the  24th- 
Reg.  MicbiganVoluuteers,  served  in  5th,  Cuj-ps,  Army  uf  Potomac; 
which  was  in  action  at  Antietara,  Suuth  Mountain,  Brandy  Station, 
Fredericksburg,  Chanccllorville,  Gettysburg,  The  Wilderness, 
North  Anna,  South  Anna,  ^line  Run,  Siege  before  Petersburg 
and  Five  Forks.  Was  nuistered  out  at  Detroit,  July  20tli,  18G5. 
The  1st  brigade  to  which  this  regiment  was  attached,  became 
known  throughout  the  army  of  the  Putomac.  as  the  '•  Imn  Bri- 
gade," and  under  that  additional  designation  its  recurd  in  the-  Avar 
has  passed  into  history. 

((/)  N.vrn\N  AsuDKL,  born  Dec.  22d,  1844.  Re.sidence.  Reed 
Citv,  :\Iich. 


40 

:\Ir.  Xathan  Stoddai-a  has  .-ilways  been  idciitifio.l  witli  Socifty 
aii<l  Social  Organizations,  he  was  a  memlier  of  tlie  famous  ])e- 
troit  Light  Guav<ls  for  seven  years,  baek  in  tlio  T.d's  rising  to  tlie 
rank  of  2ud  Lientenant.  He  hveanie  a  mason  in  llefd  Citv 
LodgoXo.  ;U13  F.  .^  A.  M.  January  14th,  18S(],  and  has  Ih'.'H  an 
active  worker  in  tlie  lodge  ever  since,  holding  nearly  all  the  otli- 
ces  up  to  and  including  Senior  Warden,  was  exalted  a  lliyal 
Arch  ]\las(ni  in  Reed  City  Chapter,  :vray  2(.;th,  18'^G,  hi  which 
body  he  has  also  been  one  of  the  ulncers  continually  ever  siiice, 
was  made  a  Pioyal  and  Select  ?klaster  in  ]5ig  Thx]>ids  Council  and 
a  Ivnight  Templar  in  I'ilgrim  (""mmandery,  No.  23,  K.  T.  of  Big 
Rapids,  ]\rich.  in  1S8G.  Receivi d  the  several  degrees  of  the  Scott- 
ish Rite  from  the  4th  to  the  82nd  inclusive  in  DeAVitt  CnintM-i  Con- 
sistory, at  Grai,dTJapid-<,?*neli.  A]>ril  21st,  1SS7,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  one  of  the  leading  workers  in  this  b(  xly.  h<  'Iding  the  p'  i- 
sition  of  King  Cyrus,  in  Cyrus  C"uncil  Vrinccs  of  Jerusalem.  He 
became  a  Xol)le  of  the  ]\[ystic  Shrine  in  Saladin  Temple,  A.  A.  O. 
X.  M.  S.  of  Grand  rvai)ids.  Wwh.  .March  llth,  1887.  and  at  the 
present  time  is  High  I'riest  of  Saladin  Temple. 

^Messrs.  Henry  C.  and  Xathan  A.  Stoddard,  are  enterprising 
merchants  of  Reed  City,  Mich.,  where  they  have  l)uilt  up  a  suc- 
cessful business  in  hardware,  and  have  taken  no  small  share  in 
the  early  history  of  that  tliMirishing  westeiu  town. 

(//.)  Juliette,  born  June  20th,  1847,  married  Sep.  2(Uh,  1877, 
Henry  K.  Smith,  of  Truro,,  Xova  Scotia,  born  Julv  2Gth,  1S48, 
Residence,  Keed  City,  ^Mich.     Children  : 

1.  William  lirxhiKui,  l)orn  July  81st,  187S. 

2.  Manj  Fencn;  born  Xov.  5th,  1881,  died  Aug.  15th,  1882. 

3.  Mabel  Stoddard,  born  Aug.  2nth,  1888. 

(i)  JrLi.\  Ann,  born  June  20th,  1847,  died  July  8th,  1848. 

{j)  William  Judson,  born  April  20th,  1851,  died  Aug.  12th, 
1851. 

(k)  Ida  Louise,  Ixjrn  :March  2d,  1858,  died  July  18tli,  1858. 

3Iary  Mjlltesoii,  Ixn-n  in  Genesee  Co.  X.  Y.  1809. 
Her  father  moved  to  O.Kfonl.  Canada,  1S20,  and  to  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan  in  1824,  where  he  died  Sept.  llth,  1828. 
His^yife  died  Feb.  22nd,  1820. 
The  granelfather  Mattesou  of  Mary  Matteson  was  born  in  Glas- 
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toubm-y,  Cana.la,  ITC.:',-  ;uvl  his  nifc  l>r,i-n  in    ■^^aino  pl-u-o    17G7. 

A  s..n  of  these  ruvople,  Davi.l  J^////^.,>^  Unch'  ..f  M;iry  atoro- 
said,  is  sai;l  to  have  heen  one  of  the  louiidris  ,,f  Ohrihu  ColK'.Lie. 

In  lsT8,  soii;e  yc:.!-s  after  h',T  liusl  ami's  death,  Mrs.  Stoddard 
renioa-d  to  Ticed  Ci;y,  ]\riehip-an,  whc  re  two  of  her  sons  had  .Lfi.r.e 
into  Iiusiness.  and  where  she  still  resides  krcpin.;::  house  with 
her  Son  Nathan. 

Kliza  Stoddnr',].  third  d.aiiL^diter  of  llodman  and  Hilary  Stod- 
dard was  horn  July  loth,  1S3T,  in  Detroit,  IMichii^-an  Marrie<l 
June  lOth,  1S71  —  at  lier  mother's  resi'lenee  on  Cass  Avenue,  De- 
troit, hy  the  Rev'd  Sam'l  M.  Ficeland,  of  th.e  Woodward  Avenue 
Congrej:,'-ational  Churcli — Edward  D.-aeon.  at  that  time  of  ^Mc- 
Gregor, Clayton  C-.unfy,  Iowa,  born  Dec  lOth,  IRiW. 

In  1^78  ^ir.  Deacon  removed  to  D.'troit.  where  his  ehihlren 
were  1'  -rn. 

.Afamie  Elize  Deacon  April  IGth,  1S78. 

:\lerLS  Stodriard  Deacon  Alay  15th,  1879. 

In  iN^G  the  far;iily  roraoved  to  Bridgeport.  Conn.,  where  they 
now  reside. 

Through  the  efforts  of  her  husband  upon  a  presentation  of  the 
facts  of  her  great-grandfather's  services  to  the  cause  of  the 
country,  Mrs.  Eliza  Stoddard  Deacon  was  duly  admitted  and 
elected  a  member  of:  "  The  National  Sjcicty  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution."  Washington,D.  C,  Feb'y  1-ith, 
1893. 

I\Ir.  Deacon  is  Secretary  of  the  Consolidated  Rolling  St.x-k 
Company— a  Director  of  the  ^Marshall  Car  Ci-)mpany  and  of  tlie 
Detroit  Rolling  Ste.ck  Co,  he  is  also  Treasurer  and  Curator  of 
the  Fairtield  County  Hist^n-ical  Society,  aiid  one  of  the  Joint  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  which  has  charge  of  the  Barnum  Institute  of 
Science  and  History  in  Bridgeport;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Sea- 
side Club  and  of  the  R  )yal  Arcanum.  A  sketch  of  his  life  with 
portrait  has  been  pubhshed  in  the  "Popular  Biography  of  Con- 
necticut," Hartford  1S91. 

Mr.  Deacon  is  much  interested  in  family  genealogy  and  has 
published  som^e  sketches  of  the  families  with  which  he  is  allied 
besides  furnishing  several  articles  to  the  antirpiarian  I^fagazines. 
He  is  preparing  an  extended  genealogy-  of  his  own  family  ances- 
tiy  which  he  hopes  soon  to  see  in  the  printer's  hands. 
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In  Sopfeii-ibrr  1882  ?tlr.  Doaccn  puieliasod  a  third  inteicst  in 
14  acres  of  land  situnt^jd  in  the  suhurbs  of  Grand  Ivapids,  Mich, 
and  on  tho  oth  of  O.'toher  tbll  Aving,  havinr.- bnuL^ht  out  tlio  nthcr 
iut*'rests  and  dee(led  tiieui  to  his  wifL—  he  phic(.'d  on  Rreord  in 
the  Piouister's  ofiieo  Fv^nt  C:'unty,  ^Tirh  ,  a  ]nai  of  01  lots  lai.l 
out  u]Mjn  three  strtets,  the  principal  one  of  which  ho  named 
Stod.hird  Avenue — in  honor  of  his  wife  and  her  family — tliis 
plat  is  known  as  : 

"  Plaintleld  Avenue  Adthtion  to  the  City  of  Grand  llapids,'' 
and  has  siiioe  by  the  extension  of  the  city  limits  become  [^art  of 
this  larire  and  thrivini:"  western  citv. 
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(iOTerilor  TllOniils  Welles  of  Cuuufcctieut,  born  in  Essex, 
Euglaiul  1598.  Came  fivm  XortLaiuptoushii'o  in  l('.;!ii.  wbei-o  Le 
aiiJ  his  wife  Elizabeth  Hunt  were  aeniAinced  as  "  recusants,"  or 
noD-couforniists.  Was  private  secretary  to  Lord  Save  and  Seale, 
a  presbyterian  and  one  of  tlie  tirst  proprietors  under  charter  of 
the  valley  of  the  Connecticut. 

Came  to  New  England  in  spring-  of  ICoG,  and  joined  tlie  Con- 
necticut dJuny,  was  chusen  a  ruayistrate  in  1G37  and  elected 
every  year  to  the  sanie  oflioe  until  his  death.  In  lG.>i  he  ^vas 
elected  l)eputy  Governor,  in  the  folL;>wing  year  Governur.  In 
1G5G  and  IGoT  Deputy,  and  again  to  the  Governor.-hij)  in  1G.j8. 
In  1G50  he  was  Dcjaity  Governor  and  died  in  office  Januarv  lith 
1G59  -GO,  he  left  eight  "children. 

Ann,    Jdhu,    Eobert,  Thomas,  Samuel,  Sarah.  Marv,  Joseph. 

1GI9.     1G21.     lGi»-i.        1G27.         1G30.     1G32.  1G34.     1G37. 

Governor  Welles  possessed  the  full  contidence  of  tlie  pc'jple, 
and  many  uf  the  m'.'St  impurtant  of  the  early  laws  and  papers 
pertaining  to  the  foimding  of  the  Colony  v,-ero  drafted  by  him. 

The  successful  issue  of  Cijnnecticut  from  the  difficulties  con- 
cerning the  fort  erected  at  Saylirook  <)n  one  side,  and  the  Dutch 
encroachments  on  tlie  other,  was  largely  due  to  his  sldli  and  wis- 
dom. He  was  the  first  Treasui'er  of  the  Colony,  to  which  office 
he  was  elected  in  1G39  and  held  it  until  IGol. 

John  Welles,  the  eldest  son  came  to  New  England  with  his 
father  in  1C3G,  landed  at  Saybrook,  Cuun.,  and  went  to  Hartford. 
lu  1GI5  he  removed  to  Stratford  where  he  remained  till  his  death, 
Oct.  1G59.  He  was  a  freeman  of  Hartford  Apl  1G45.  Rei.re- 
seutative  from  Stratf>ird  1G5G  -7  and  1G59.  In  1G58  was  elected 
^lagistrate  and  Judge  of  Probate.  He  married  in  Stratfi^rd 
Elizabeth  Browne,  a  young  woman  who  came  from  England. 
He  died  before  his  father  and  left  eight  children— his  3ru  son 
w  as : 
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IiOIhtI  >V(>11<^'<  who  married  Elizabeth  daughter  of  ^Vilham 
Goodvicli  c>f  ^N'cther.stielil,  v.-ht-ru  thuy  ycttled  and  hud  six  child- 
ren, «:)f  whom  the  fourth  Avas  : 

rriHleilce  \Velles  who  married  Oct.  20,  ITiU),  Itev'd  Authouy 
Stoddard  of  Woodbury,  Coim.,  she  died  April  I'Jth;  1715  aged 
33  years. 
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John  Curtis  of  Ljudoii,  GoutlLinau,  bore  arms,  coudrmeJ  Oth 
May  1G32  ;  Sth  Churks  I. 

Of  this  family  was  ■\Villiain  Curtis  who  embarked  in  the  ship 
Liuu,  June  22iul  Ifioi?  au.l  h  ndod  at  .Scituate,  Mass.,  Dee.  16tL 
same  year,  accumi)aiJK'd  by  hi.s  wife  Elizabeth  and  fuiir  children, 
Thomas,  Mary,  John  and  Philip.  Eemoved  to  Eoxbury  and 
thence  to  Stratford,  Conn.,  1G39. 

John  Curtis,  3rd  son  born  in  England  IGll,  married  Eliza- 
beth who  died  1GS2.  He  died  Dec.  Gth,  1707,  aged  9G  years, 
leaving-  seven  children,  the  2nd  of  whom  was : 

Israel  Curtis  bom  1644,  died  Oct.  17U4.  Married  IGGO, 
Rebecca  and  had  G  children.  He  settled  in  Southbury,  Conn., 
his  death  is  rec<irded  in  Woodbury,  and  he  is  called  Lieutenant 
Israel  Curtis,  his  2nd  son  was  : 

Jolni  Curtis  born  Oct.  167U,  died  Ap'l  14th,  1754.  3Iarricd 
Joanna  about  1G9G  and  had  eleven  children — of  whum 

Olive  Curtis,  his  daughter  burn  May,  1713,  recorded  in 
records  of  ^Voodbury,  Conn.,  married  Jany  24th,  1733,  Deacun 
and  Lieutenant  Gideon  Stoddard  sun  of  the  Fiev'd  Anthony 
Stoddard  of  Woodbui'v. 
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Hoborl  Wnlkor,  l>nni  in  En-lan.l  a.l.out  KJoT.  Came  from 
Manchcstrr.  Cuntv  ,,f  Laiieashiiv  To  B,st..n,  whove  ho  unitcl 
with  the  church  IC'Vi.  nn.l  wa^;  one  <.f  the  fnun.lci-.s  (,f  the  "  ()1,1 
South"  church  IH'iO.  He  .lit,]  ^Jav  20,  ICS?.  Icaviii-  a  ^vi,lo^v 
Sarah  wh  >  (hrj  Dec   ilst,  1005. 

Their  eldest  son  was: 

Zochariiiij  Wjllker,  I.oni  in  loston,  ir,87.  His  wife's  name 
was  Susaniiali.  He  was  a  Pieshyterian  clerr^vman  at  Jamaica, 
L.  I.,  from  ir,G3  to  IOCS— was  oraainc.l  pastor  of  tlie  Second 
Church  in  Stratf()rd.  ]ilay5tli.  KlTil.  removed  liis  family  to  \V<iod- 
hury,  .June  27th,  I'mS  and  died  there  20th,  Tan'v,  1000-1700  in 
his  n3rd  year. 

He  was  educated  at  Harvard  Colle,ij:e  Init  did  ijot  ,n-raduate,  a 
nnm  of  sr)lid  attainmt  nts,  a  puni^'cnt  and  powerful  preacher 
p:reatly  beloved  by  the  people. ,f  his  charq-e.  As  the  first  pastor 
of  Woodbury  he  lar-'oly  contributed  to  the  successful  .r,n-owth  of 
the  town,  which  flourished  <bn-ing-  his  administration.  The  eld- 
est of  his  three  children  was  : 

Zecliariall— baptize.l  :\ray  22n.],  1G70,  at  Woodbury,  died 
Dee.  21,  17oo.  He  luarricd  Elizabeth,  dau'ghter  of  Deacon  Sam- 
uel Bull,  and  he  v.as  himself  a  Deacon  of  the  first  church  of 
Woodbury.      They  had  9  children  of  w  horn  : 

Mary  )Valker,  the  eldest,  born  Jany  IGSO  married  Lieut. 
Joseph  Judson,  Fel/y  13,  17i'iG-7,  whoso  L;-randdaup-hter  Ruth, 
(dau<j;-hter  of  Joshua  Judson),  married  Captain  Nathan  Ashbel 
Stoddard. 
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William  JudsOU  came  from  York-;hirc,  England  in  1(]:]4, 
bringiagin;^-  three  sous,  Joseph  Jeremiah  ami  Joshua.  Pie  hved 
in  Concord,  ]\Iass  ,  bat  removed  thence  to  Stratford.  Conn.,  at  its 
tirst  settlement  in  IGoO  where  he  resided  upon  tlie  southwest 
corner  of  a  hill  called  ■'  Meeting  House  HiU."  He  died  IGGO  at 
New  Haven. 

Jose]ill  the  eldf  st  so)i,  called  Lieutenant,  married  in  Stratford, 
1644  in  jiis  2oth  year,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Porter  of  Wind- 
sor. He  was  a  leading  man  in  the  early  days  of  the  Colony,  died 
Oct.  6,  1G90,  buried  in  Stratford.  They  had  twelve  children  of 
whom  : 

Jolm  Jud.^on  the  "ind  child  was  born  Dec.  10th,  1G47,  died 
Jan'y  l'2th  IK.iO,  aged  G2.  He  was  one  of  the  original  signers 
of  the  "  Fundamental  Articles,"  for  the  settlement  of  AVoodijury 
1G72,  and  went  thither  in  the  first  comi^any 

He  married  Elizabeth  daughter  of  John  Chapman  of  FairtieM. 
M'ch  12,  1673,  and  their  3rd  son  among  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  was  : 

Jo.sepli  Jiulsoil,  born  Stratford,  Oct.  24,  1679,  baptised  in 
Woodbury,  August,  1680— (See  Records)  died  March  22nd, 
1758,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Deacon  Zechariah  Walker  of 
Woodbury,  Feby  13,  1706-7,  (See  Records)  and  had  12  children 
of  whom  the  youngest  : 

Joshua,  born  Woodbury,  Dec.  14th,  1732,  died  in  177G. 
xMari-ied  Feb  y  27th,  1765,  (See  Records)  Deborah  Leavenworth 
whose  daughter  : 

Ruth,  born  April  2nd,  1775.  (Records  Woodbury)  ^larried 
Captain  Nathan  Ashbel  Stoddard. 

Special  care  has  been  taken  to  verify  the  above  statements  for 
the  reason  they  do  not  agree  with  the  publislied  Stratford  Geue- 
alogv,  which  was  found  to  be  incorrect. 
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WINTHROP 

AND 

DOWNING. 


WINTHROP   AND    DOWNING. 


John  )VilltlintJ»  uf  (Iroton  3rannr.  l^oru  at  E<lw;n>l-;ton, 
J;iiiu;irv  I'Jili,  lo^T.  Educated  at  C'ainbrid'^e,  uiarned  whvu  less 
than  18  years  ui  a-e,  ?.[ai'y  Forth.  ihiu.uhttT  of  aii  aiiciont  and 
di>tin--ui.~hed  f;imily  in  L.-.s»-x.  whu  br<'U,Ldit  hitn  six  chilih'L'n  of 
\Ah(ini  fiVLir  ;4Te\v  up — John,  Henry,  Foriii  and  i\Iary.  His  wife 
died  Kilo  and  h-j  niarrio'l  again  Thitniasine  Cio|iton  ^vllo  only 
lived  one  year.  He  iiar'ied  third  ^Fargart-t  Tyndal  in  IGIS 
daughter  uf  Sir  John  Tyndal,  Knigiit,  Essex,  who  bore  him  eight 
children.  Slie  died  June  14th,  ItJiT,  and  Winthrop  married 
lastly  Mistress  ]\[artha  Coytmore,  widow,  in  1048  having  a  si»n 
born  t->  him  in  his  odd  ago. 

He  emigrated  to  New  England  iu  KtoO,  signed  the  Cambridge 
agreiMn'  nt  Aug'l  26,  1&2U.  Sailed  in  the  "  Arabella  "  22  March 
Kj.Mii  from  Southamptou,  entered  Salem  harbour  June  22nd, 
l<)oi),  assumed  otVice  uf  Governor  of  the  Colony  previously  con- 
ferred upon  him  iu  England,  foun<led  Boston,  Sept.  7th  ,1630. 
He  died  '•  in  the  great  e.)ns,)lati<nis  of  God,"  March  26th,  1619, 
in  his  sixty-second  year. 

One  of  the  '•  ilakers  of  America."' 

His  sister  Lucy  "^Vinthrop,  born  'Jth  January,  1600,  married 
April  I'lth,  1622,  Emmanuel  Downing  of  Ipswich,  Co.  Sutiolk. 
Their  s^ai : 

Sir  (ieoriJ:e  Do'Wnillir.  half-brother  of  ]Mary  Downing  Stud- 
dard.  born  iu  England  162:'..  Came  to  Amenca  with  his  parents, 
was  educated  at  Harvard  College,  returned  to  England  in  1645, 
was  preacher  for  a  very  In-ief  time.  Commissary  General  of  the 
Forces  Parliamentary  army  1653.  :\Iarried  Frances  daughter 
of  Sir  William  Howard  and  sister  of  Earl  of  Carlisle,  1654. 
Member  Parhament  for  Edinburgh  1654  and  1656.  Amba.^sadur 
for  Cromwell  to  the  Hague  1657-1660.     Seceded  to  Charles  II. 
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and  was  re-appoiiittMl  Ambassador  KIGO.  Betrayed  three  of  the 
Kegicides  to  extcutioii  ]\I;u\di  l('>tj2.  Pepvs  calls  him  ■•  au  uu- 
gratefid  vilLun."'  AVa^.  Knighted  In-  Charles  11.  IMO.  create<l 
Barouet  July  IC.DO.  Died  K'.R-i.  Downing  street,  LMudon,  the 
otiicial  residence  of  the  Prime  Ministers  of  Eugliuid,  wliich  was 
laid  out  after  the  great  fire  IGGG,  was  called  after  him. 

His  grandson  who  died  without  issue  1747,  founded  Downing 
College,  Cambridge. 
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SHERMAN. 


SHERMAN. 


No  attt'ii.pt  is  lu'ie  uiudc  to  trace  in  detail  tlie  desreut  oj: 
General  AV.  T.  Sla^rnian  from  iht-  llevM  Autli- aiy  Siodilai-a,  Imt 
the  pedigree  cbart  \\\\\  sliow  the  neei-ssarv  [)arti<-ulars. 

It  is  also  iutt-re-stiuL;-  to  notiee  that  a  wt-ll  kin.un  hio-i-a'plu'i' 
of  the  Gei!e)-al  attributes  the  tahait  of  the  Sheriiiau  family  to  its 
Diarriage  into  the  Stodchird  l)Iood. 

Sl.eriiKiii-Stoddnrd. 

E.  V.  Smalley,  in  the  Century  Mai^azine  article  on  (Jenerad 
Sherman,  says  : 

''General  Sherman  did  not  come  of  a  inilitary  family  -E(h 
"  numd  Sherman  left  En-la.iid  in  i(;:U  and  landed  in  :\I:i>.sachu- 
"  Setts — his  son  Samuel  was  at  Bo-toii  in  lOoU.  Erom  liim  des- 
"  cended  the  family  of  Ger.eral  Sherman  through  the  following 
"  line — 

"  PtevVl  John,     born  IGoO. 
"  John,  "      1GS7. 

"Judge  ])aniel.     •'      1721. 
"  and  Judge  Taylor,     "       1T5S,  the  grandfather  of  the  General, 
"who  married  Betsey  Stod<h\rd. 

"  To  grandmother  Betsey  may  be  attributed  the  talent  of  the 
"later  members  of  the  family. 

"  She  was  a  woman  of  uncommon  strength  of  character,  who 
"  was  always  called  on  t<.>  give  advice  in  times  of  trouble  to  her 
"  whole  circle  of  relatives  and  descendants.  A  strong-willed,  in- 
"  telligent,  managing  woman,  of  a  type  much  rarer  in  the  pres- 
"  ent  generation  than  it  was  a  century  a.go." 

January  1SS4— page  451.     Volume  27. 
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APPENDIX 


STODDAED  ^lOLWTAINS  AND  TOWNS. 


Some  of  tiie  ilesreucLiuts  ijf  Autboiiy  StodJnrJ  seem  to  have  been  alive  to 
the  ir  creasing  value  of  l;.u>]  and  atiempted  to  provide  themselves  with  a 
goodly  supply  of  acres. 

In  the  History  of  'Wimliiam  County.  Conn.,  we  ro:id  that  a  large  tract  of 
land  4  miles  square  in  AshtVavl  township  and  another  2  miles  square  ou  the 
S.  W.  Pomfret  v/ere  taken  iu  l<',0."i  from  ]*Iajor  Fitch  by  Solomon  Stoddard 
of  r.o>ton  ••  on  execution  of  Judgoment.'"  He  is  afterwards  called  Simeon, 
whichever  it  was  he  was  a  son  or  grandsim  of  Anthony  of  Boston. 

This  large  tracr  remaine  1  in  the  f  timily  for  many  years,  although  numerous 
efforts  were  made  to  invalidate  their  ticie  on  the  ground  of  nou-improve- 
men^ 

In  17.".7,  in  Phoenixville.  E.ustford  tov,-nphip.  Windham  Co.,  ''..000  acres  of 
land  owned  by  Martha  daughter  of  Anthony  Stoddard  f'grand.son  of  Anthony 
the  first.)  th.3  wife  of  Capti-.in  John  Stevens  was  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  the  villagers  paid  grer.t  honors  to  the  worthy  owners  who  icept  noble 
hospitality  among  them. 

Samson,  llrd  son  of  .-Vnthony  of  Boston,  b.jrn  Dec.   3rd,    I'U.'.   left  a  son. 

Rev'd  Sam.son  born  Boston  ICSl.  graduated  at  Harvard,  settlrd  and  died 
iu  Chelmsford.  Mass.,  1740.  leaving— 

Samson  born  Chelmsford,  170'.'— died  1777.  (Vraduated  Harvard,  but 
went  farming,  speculated  in  land,  and  obtained  a  grant  of  larg.^  tracts  m 
New  Hampshire  said  to  amount  to  Sn.ooo  acres— eventually  the  township  of 
Stoddard,  in  Cheshire  County,  wa.s  named  from  him  and  in  this  townsliip 
are  several  to'>ms,  and  a  mountain— also,  named  Stoddard  after  this  family. 

In  Vermont  a  few  miles  North  West  of  Brattleboro.  there  is  another 
mountain  naiiu:-d  St.^ddard  Hilh  there  having  been  several  early  settlers 
of  this  faiuily  from  ^[a-sachusetts  and  Connecticut  who  settled  in  the 
district. 

CENSUS  ISSO. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE-CHESHIRE   COUNTY. 

stoddai;d  township. 

Stoddard,  a  town  and  Po.t-office.     V,   Miles    N.  E.  of  Keene.     Stage  to 

Hanc-ck  lOn.iles.     Popro^tion  .".'.3. 

PoST-oFFICKS  IN  TOWNSHIP— StODDABD  AND  S.jITH  StoDDABD. 

Stoddard  Mill.    Cheshire  Co.,  village  iu  town  of  Stoddard.    Population  '34. 


WILLS 


ANTHONY  ST0DDA1;D  OF  BOSTON. 

I.  Aiitlionv  Stoddard  Senior  of  Boston  in  New  Eaglaud.  Sbop-keeper: 
being  in  .some  good  nioasnre  in  health  of  body  raid  of  scjuikI.  di^poseiui,' 
minde  and  nieuiory,  praysed  be  God  for  the  same,  vt-c  hnviiig  Uved  to  be 
full  of  dnyes  and  senceable  of  some  of  the  intirmities  atteuedng  old  agi-, 
which  put  me  in  remembranne  of  uiy  tipproaehiug  dissolution,  not  know  iul: 
how  soon  my  change  may  oome.  Do  hcrtjby  revo.ike  all  other  wills  bv  me 
at  any  time  heret()fore  made,  and  declare  and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and 
Te^rrunen*- cr,iir..^rning  th^  ■li'^pd-all  of  my  tenxporal  Estate  in  manner  and 
forme  following,  VidMlt 

Im'prs.  my  jnst  debts  a.id  fni:tral  expetis:-s  fomitting  those  asual  & 
costly  ceremonies  of  soartV  and  glo%-es.  other  than  what  my  Executors 
shall  see  meet  to  bestow  upon  my  bearers,  and  in  mourning  Apparrell  for 
themselves  and  their  Children)  being  in  the  tirst  place  p.aid  and  disdiargr-d 
and  my  engagement  made  to  my  present  wife  upon  marriage  with  hor  lie- 
in  g  performed  or  duely  p.f'Vided  for.  I  will  th;it  all  my  whole  rem..iaiug 
Estate  be  kept  intire  and  be  imjivoveil  for  tlie  maintenance  ;:ud  ed'a-ation 
of  my  clrddrcn  who  are  r.Tnlispo^t'd  <)f  until  my  yonngtst  Cljdde  com.e  of 
full  age  or  be  married  (if  she  liv,:-  so  long)  and  to  th;tt  end,  I  will  that  my 
yon  Anthony  remain  in  my  henise  and  .Shop  and  have  the  management  of 
my  Estate  :  onely  as  any  of  my  Children  y't  are  undisposed  of  arrive  to  full 
age  or  be  married  I  will  that  such  Child  and  Chddren  shall  have  the  Suir.e 
of  Two  hundred  pounds  apiece  advanced  and  delivered  to  them  out  of  my 
Estate  in  such  Species  as  the  Estate  doth  alYoard.  and  tl:at  they  he  charged 
debitor  for  the  same  as  I  have  already  done  bj-  my  other  Children,  to  be 
abated  out  of  their  division. 

Item.  I  will  that  the  debt  oweing  to  me  from  my  Son  Simeon  by  my 
Booke  be  demanded  of  h'.m  and  gathered  m. 

Item.  I  remit  and  forgive  unto  my  daughter  Oraoe,  whatsoever  she  is 
indebted  unto  me. 

Item.  My  will  is.  That  when  my  Children  are  all  come  of  full  age  or  be 
married  that  then  my  whole  Estate  both  real  and  prsoual  be  equfdly  d!vide<l 
amongst  these  my  Eight  <'hildren  Viz't.  Solomon.  Sampson.  Anthony.  Chris- 
tian, Lydia,  Dorothy.  Mary  and -lane,  and  if  any  of  my  s'd  Eight  Children  be 
departed  this  life  before  the  s'd  time  of  division,  leaving  lawful  issue  of 
their  body's  liehind  them,  tlic  Childe  or  Children  of  such  deceased  parents 
shall  receive  their  parents  part  in  equall  division  among  them  as  they  come 
to  age  to  be  secured  for  rhem  in  meane  time  :  And  that  none  of  my  said 
Children  may  be  dt-prived  of  their  equal  proportion  of  my  E-fit.^.  my  will 
is  that  cJl  my  Shopgood.fi  (except  such  as  lie  1-rayed  and  <dd  Shop-keepers; 
be  apprized  as  I  ^ell  them  for  money. 
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It.  I  do  hereby  nominnte.  nv,k..  .nd  Or.l^in  my  uhny,.  n:,ia*^,l  Fw),t 
Children.  Solomon.  Sampson.  AiitL,.uy.  (.niv.u.tu.  Lvdi,i.  Dorotuv  m'u-v 
and  Jane,  the  joint  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  and'Testamt 

In  Witness  whereof.  I  have  herwinto  put  mv  h^md  and  .rR.^e.l  ,uv  S..d.- 
this  twenty  ninth  day  of  Dec-emher  Anno.  Dom'i,  One  Ihousui.i  S,"x  h-ia' 
drcd  Eighty  ffour. 

Anthony  Stoddai;!>.  Seal. 

Signed.  Sealed  and  published  by  mr.  Anthony  Stoddard  to  bt-  hisla-t  will 
and  in  the  presence  of 

Ben'ja.  ])avis.  Penn.  Townsend.   Isa  Addington. 

Capt.  Eenja.  Davis.  Capt.  Penn  Townsend  alid  Mr.  Isa.  Addii,.'tou  madn 
Oath  that  they  were  Present  and  Saw  Mr.  Anthonv  Sr,,,!,,  .rd.  Si.'ne  Seale 
and  publish  tb'sln.trumt  as  his  Last  WilUt  IV.tamt  and  that\hen  he 
so  did.   he  was  of  Sound  mind  ami  uitriuory   to  th-dr  btst  uuder.standiug. 

J.    DCDLEY.  E.sq.. 

Jurat  Cunua.  Poston.  !;•  ilay.  P>7. 
Attest.  Tiio.  Dudlev,  >  'ler. 


THE    LAST    ^VTLL    AND    TESTAMENT    OF    SOLOMON 
STODDARD   OF    NORTHAMPTON. 

^Vhereas  I.  Solomon  Stoddard,  having  attained  to  a  great  age  and  cannot 
rea.sonably  expect  to  continue  long  in  this  world,  but  I  am  daily  waiting 
for  my  change.  I  do  constitute  and  appoint  this  t<.  be  my  last  will  and  tes- 
tament, having  the  perfect  use  of  my  understanding. 

Imprimis. 1  do  commit  my  Soul  into  the  hands  of  (.iod  who  made  it 

rejoicing  in  the  hope  that  he  will  accept  of  me  through  the  righteousness 
of  my  blessed  Lord  ami  Saviour  Jesus  e'hrist.  wlio  hath  redeemed  me  by  his 
blood,  and  has  reveale<l  his  glory  to  my  Soul,  with  whom  I  have  had  j'-iut 
communion  and  has  kept  me  many  years  in  a  way  of  dependence  upon 
him. 

And  I  do  commit  my  body  to  the  grave  to  be  decently  interred,  in  a  com- 
forbible  hope  of  a  blessed  resurrection  at  the  last  day. 

And  I  make  the  following  disposition  of  those  tempor.il  blessings  which 
God  has  graciously  bestowed  upon  me,  after  the  payment  of  my  just  drljts 
and  funeral  expenses. 

In  the  tirst  place  I  give  to  my  beloved  wife.  Ester,  the  use  of  the  one 
half  of  my  dwelling  house  and  hom-stead,  and  the  use  of  half  my  laud  in 
the  meadow  of  Northampton  and  the  income  of  all  my  money  that  is  let 
out  at  interest  during  her  natural  life.  I  likewise  give  her  my  servant  man 
during  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  his  service,  and   Sixty    Pounds  which 
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shu  shall  choose  to  be  at  her  freu  dispus:il.      1  likewise  ^'ive  her  twelve  ix-niiid 
in  meat  ami  meal  au.l  ..th>'r  juovision  fur  the  ju-si'iit  supply  nf  tlie  familv. 

I  give  to  my  el.lest  -■  >u  Authony.  pastor  of  Chm-'-h  of  t'hrist  at  Woo.i- 
bnry  taking  m  what  he  lia^  r*  eeived  already  the  full  sum  of  Two  hnifln-d 
and  tweuty  pound,  and  besides  that  iill  my  books  and   my  wcariui,'  clothes. 

To  my  six  dau'.'liters.  Mary,  Kster,  Christau,  Sarah.  Kebere.i  and  Hannah. 
I  give,  including  what  they  have  received  already  au  hnndrt-d  and  sixty 
pound  apiece. 

The  portions  of  my  son  and  daughters  sh  ill  lie  pai.l  within  six  mouths 
after  mine  and  my  wives  ilecease.  But  so  much  as  may  convL-niently  shall 
be  paid  immediately  after  iny  death. 

To  my  other  son  ^rainr  John  Stodd  ird.  I  give  the  one  half  of  my  me.Mtow 
L;ud  in  Xonh.'.mpton,  with  a  proportiwuable  interest  in  my  land  in  the  com- 
mons, and  the  tise  of  half  my  dwelling  house  and  home.stead  during  the 
life  of  his  motiier,  and  it  is  my  will  tha":  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  he 
shall  have  my  whole  house  and  homcste.'id  to  him  aud  his  heirs  forever,  on 
condition  that  he  lives  in  Xor'.hampton  four  years  n^'Xt  after  luy  decease,  or 
until  he  die.  in  case  he  should  iiot  live  so  long.  }iIoreover  I  give  to  my  son 
John  Twenty  pound.  I  likewise  give  him  all  the  rest  of  my  laud  in  North- 
ampton and  elsewhere  to  him  aud  his  heirs  forever  upon  condition  that  he 
pay  to  his  lirother  and  sisters  toward  their  portions  the  sum  of  Two  hun- 
dred pound,  likfwist  I  give  hnii  all  -ay  right  in  common  lands  not  yet  tii- 
vided. 

And  in  case  there  remains  any  more  estate  after  the  foremennoned  >,an:8 
are  paid,  my  will  is  that  it  be  equally  distributed  aiuoug  my  children. 

And  I  constitute  my  son  John  sole  executor,  cuunnitting  likewise  to  hiiu 
the  care  of  his  mother,  and  the  gathering  in  of  her  dues. 

And  I  disanuuU  and  make  utterly  void  all  former  wills. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  do  hereto  affix  my  hand  and  seal  this  third  day 
of  May  An  :  Dom  seventeen  hundred  and  seventeen  aud  Gforgy  Magu  : 
Britt :   Frane  ;  cfc  Hebern  :   Regis  Testio. 

Solomon  Stodd.vru.     Seal. 

Signed  and  sealed  in  the  presence  of  us, 

Ebenezeu  V<'right 
Samuee  Phelis 
Timothy  Dwight 
William  Sanderson. 


ESTATE  OF  llEY.  ANTHONY  STODDARD. 

At  a  ('..iirt  of  Probate  held  m  Woodbury.  Noveuiber  ye  4th.  1700. 
P:iishi  .Stod.l.u-d.  E.sq..  Olio  uf  the  Executor^  oi,  the  la.st  Will  of  the  Kev.  Mr. 
Stoddard,  appeared  m  cmn  au.,1  e.xhibited  said  Will,  which  bem-  read  and 
eonsidtred.  it  was  allu.ved  and  arcepted  to  be  recorded  and  is  as  follows  :  — 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  (tOD,  AMEN. 

The  last  Will  or  Testaiuent  of  lue.  Authony  Stoddard  of  Woodbury  in 
the  County  of  Litchtield  and  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New  En.qlaiid,  being 
advanced  in  year^  and  expecting  in  a  little  time  to  put  off  this  Tabernacle. 
do  therefore  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  Will  :  and  tirsc  of  all.  I  give  my 
immortal  soul  to  God.  in  hopes  of  seeing  God  when  I  leave  the  body,  of 
God's  inuiiite  mercy  in  the  Lord  Jesu-.  Christ;  and  my  bo<ly  to  the  earth 
in  a  decfut  '  urial.  believing  the  Do^nrme  of  the  Resurrection,  that  when 
ChristsL.dlappc.tr.  [  sh  dl  appe'ir  with  Him  in  glory:  and  as  to  such 
worldly  Estate  as  (rod  has  blessed  me  with.  I  give,  demise,  and  dispo.se  of 
in  manner  following,  my  just  debts  and  funeral  expenses  being  first  an- 
swered. 

Iiupiiiuis.  unto  my  loving  son.  Abijah  Stoddard,  (besides  what  I  have 
ahv  i.iy  given  him  in  Ee  tl  and  per.vjnal  Estate)  I  give  and  bequeath  all  my 
land  ai  a  place  called  Horsepound.  that  lyeth  on  the  West  side  of  the  High- 
way that  goes  by  his  door  to  IJethlem  :  as  also  that  piece  of  land  on  the 
East  si.le  ..f  said  Highway  and  We.-t  of  Jo-eidi  Judson's  horsepound  lott, 
to  be  ti.>  hitu  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  :  and  also  ten  pounds  in  or  as  law- 
full  money. 

As  fur  the  residue  of  my  land  at  Horsepound.  my  will  is.  that  it  be  divid- 
ed into  three  equal  parts,  and  that  my  son.  Elisha  shall  have  the  Eastward- 
most  p.irt  and  son  Gideon,  the  middle  part,  and  the  male  heirs  of  my  son 
Eliakim.  deceased,  (Isr.ael  excluded)  have  the  Westwardmost  part :  the  par- 
tition lines  to  run  North  and  South  :  and  that  part  to  the  aforesaid  heirs 
(Viz.)  John.  Anthony,  Seth.  and  Eliakim  Stoddard,  to  be  ecpially  divided 
between  them.  All  said  land  to  be  to  my  said  two  sons  and  said  four  grand- 
sons above  mentioned  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

Again,  it  is  my  will  that  my  loving  son.  Elisha  Stoddard,  have  my  clock 
and  such  liooks  of  mine  as  he  hath  in  his  custody. 

And  unto  my  loving  son,  Gideon  Stoddard.  I  give  and  bequeath  ^  besides 
what  I  have  already  and  above)  my  Plumb  Brook  Lott,  he  paying  unto  his 
brother.  Abijah  Stoddard,  ten  pounds  in  lawfull  money  within  the  space  of 
one  year  after  my  decease.  I  give  al.^o  unto  said  son  Gideon,  my  little  lott. 
called  the  Nook,  as  also  my  new  cane. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  grandson,  Israel  St(jddard,  my  Mes- 
suage or  dwelling  house,  with  all  the  land  adjoining  thereto  with  all  the 
benehts  and  appurtenances  thereof. 
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.var  gramlsuus  libovo  Ucune'l.  ,  Viz. 

:-Iohn.           i 

As  al^o  my  Pasture,  so  r.-allel  1) 
on  the  North  side  of  a  liu-  dra-.vn 
.Tenner's  Iruid  raid  runuinq  E-t^t  t' 
North  side  of  said  line.  I  give  to 
Anthony,  Heth.  and  Eliakim  Stod.iard.  to  each  au  e'lual  part 

Moreover.  I  give  and  bequeath  Israel  aforesaid,  all  ujy  laud  at;  A^h 
Swamp.  Kockwood  laud  Swarap.  S-.vainp,  Piowland,  and  Meadow  :  saviuu; 
one  acre  of  Liwlaud  at  the  North  enil.  which  I  t;ive  to  his  Lrothrr,  Eliakini 
Stoddard  :  Israel  to  have  the  use  of  it  during  hus  said  brother's  minority. 
free. 

As  also.  I  give  to  said  Israel  sui'h  part  of  my  East  meadow  as  remains 
■n-hen  three  acres  is  took  n-J  o-a  the  South  side,  ruuuiug  thraugh  from  the 
East  to  the  West  end  of  said  h;nd. 

All  the  aforesaid  land  to  be  to  saivl  Israel  and  to  his  heirs  and  a-;.-,igus  for- 
ever. 

Also,  I  give  to  said  Israel  a  pair  .-f  u-:ion  'if  I  have  any,  with  all  my  tools. 
tackling,  aini  implements  if  hu-baudry  :  a-  rdso  mj-  be-.!,  which  is  known 
by  that  name,  with  its  appurtenances  for  \\';uter  as  well  as  for  Summer  : 
and  likewise  my  old  gium  and  twenty  of  my  boijks  and  forty  pamplilt-ts  of 
unbound  books  .such  as  he  shall  chuse  of  each  surt. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Grandson.  Anthony  Sti  Idird.  my 
silver  tankard  and  my  Bible  and  one  acre  and  a  half  of  my  E  ist  meadow 
on  the  South  side,  to  run  thro'  from  the  lane  to  the  hill  ;  to  be  t  >  him.  his 
heirs  and  assigns  fort-ver.  The  othc-r  acre  and  a  half,  reserved  as  .al.ovc.  1 
give  to  my  ( rrandsou  Seth  Stoddard,  his  brother  Anthony  to  have  the  use  of 
it  free  until  .Sr-th  is  of  age. 

Likewise.  I  give  sai.l  Seth  my  new  gunn.  if  it  be  not  otherwise  dispj>ed 
of  in  my  lifetime. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  <lra-dson,  Simeon  Stnddard,  the 
whole  of  my  library  n^it  above  disposed  of 

Item,  it  is  my  will  that  my  apparel  of  all  sorts  be  equally  divi.led  between 
my  son  Abijah  and  my  Grandsons  .Vnthony  and  Seth  Stoddard.  -My  books 
and  apparrl  not  to  be  prized. 

Item,  I  give  to  my  daughter.  Elizabeth  Mnnu.  one  third  part  of  my 
household  stuff,  not  above  disposed  of. 

The  other  two  parts,  my  will  is.  that  the  same  be  equally  divided  between 
my  daughters,  Prudence  Glover.  Ester  Strong,  and  the  children  of  my 
daughter,  Mary  Curtiss,  deceased. 

Farther,  as  to  the  remainder  of  my  personal  Estate,  my  will  is  that  it  be 
equally  divided  between  my  grandchildren:  Viz)  Anthony  and  Seth  Stoddard 
and  Prudence  Marchant. 

And  a.,  to  any  of  my  land  not  disposed  of  and  Kights  in  Commons,  my 
Willis  that  my  grandson.  Anthony  Stoddard,  have  the  faU  dominion 
thereof. 

And  I  appoint  my  sons,  Elisha  and  Gideon  Stoddard,  Executors  of   the 
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foregoin-  'restnuieut,  to  soe  it  duly  fullnile.l.      For    >-nnlirmflti.ui  liPreof.    I 
hereunto  set  my  bau.l  ,.na  atlix  my  seal  tLis  iMth  day  of  Marh  A.  D    17:,S. 

Anthony  Stoddard.      '  L   S.  - 
Signed,  sealed,  and  declare,!  by  the  aforesaid  Testator.  A   Stoddard,  to  be 
his  last  Will  m  prestuee  aud  hearing  of  witnesses. 

Pltlp.    Wai.kku. 
Joseph  Pkury. 
(JiDEON    Walkfr. 


E.STATE  OF  C.VPT.  GIDKOX  .STODDAUP. 

At  a  fourt  of  PrulMte  heU  at  Woodhuyy.  Jime  lith.  17.sO,  the  Executor 
cf  thp  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Capt.  Gideon  Sto.klard  late  of  Woodhnry 
deceased,  apneare.l  in  court  and  exhibit,  d  the  will  of  the  said  deceaseil, 
which  heiag  read  rnd  consid-  red.  ;s  approved  an.l  ordered  to  be 
recorded  and  is  as  foliows.  Viz  ; 

IX  THE  NAME  OF  GOb.   A>TEN. 

I.  Gideon  Stoddard  of  U'oodbnry  in  the  County  of  Litchfield  and  Statp 
of  ('(jnnecticut.  bieing  sicl^  and  knowing  not  thc^  time  of  my  death  but  of 
sound  mind  and  memory  (L'hauks  be  given  to  God  therefor.  '  do  make  tins 
my  la->t  Will  and  Testament  and  princip  dly  aud  tirst  of  all.  I  give  aud  rec- 
commend  my  soul  to  (jod  who  give  it.  aud  my  body  I  rrcoinmeud  to  the 
earth  to  be  buried  in  decent  Christian  mtmner.  in  hopes  of  a  resurrection 
there,, f  to  Eternal  life,  through  the  merits  of  Jt-sus  Christ  :  and  a.s  to  such 
worMiy  E-,t,t:e  it  hath  pleased  (rod  to  ble-s  me  with.  I  givt,'  aii'l  dispose  of 
the  same  in  manner  and  fi>rm  follo-Aiug.  \'\z  : 

Iti-m.  I  g>vc  unto  my  son.  Gid-on  Stodl  ird.  all  my  horsf pound  land  ex- 
cept eii:ht  acres  :  also  about  three  acre.s  of  on'har  1  on  the  top  of  hog-pen 
hill  which  is  the  whole  of  his  portion  except  wh.U  I  give  him  by  deed  of 
gift,  to  be  to  him.  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

Item.  I  give  unto  my  grandson.  Nathan  Stoddard,  about ;'«  acres  of  land 
at  the  Wecapeme  farm,  called  the  Island. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  grandchildren,  the  children  of  my 
son  Nathan  deceased,  eight  acres  of  land  at  Horse-pound  wher^  my  said 
son  used  to  nnprove  :  also  all  the  woodland  on  the  mountain  East  of  the 
house,  except  ten  acres  on  the  East  part  of  said  tract,  to  be  equally  (iivided 
between  theoj.  to  be  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son.  Anthony  Stoddard,  my  Plumb 
Brook  meadow. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  my  children.  Anthony.  Prudence.  Chloe.  and 
Ruth,  all  my  land  that  is  my  proper  E-state  at  East  Meadow  Hocks,  to  be 
equally  divided  between  them,  to  be  to  them  their  heirs  aud  assigns 
forever. 
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Item.  Igive  awl  bcqu-atiiuntomy  son,  Oiivf  r  StcxMard.  th>it  pii  c-,-  ,>{  land 
I  had  of  Koger  Ternl  :  also  my  fulling'  unll  lot.  :i!su  tli.'  lot  ciii!.'.!  the 
Prentiss  I.<.t  ;  nlso  ten  aorns  of  woo.i-laud  on  the  E.i>t  sid.^  of  mv  land  on 
Hog-pen  Plill. 

Item,  I  Ljiv.i  unto  my  diitgbter.  Jerusba  Stoddar-l.  all  my  lan.i  ou  the 
^Vefit  side  of  the  \\%<;tmost  parr  of  the  Kivtr  at  Wecapeme  farm. 

Item,  I  yive  to  my  sou,  Anthony,  one  pare  of  oxen,  andcart.  plow,  irons. 
and  timber  chain. 

Item,  I  give  to  my  grandehillreu  at  Saybrook,  children  of  my  son  Sini-on 
deceased,  live  pounds  lawfiiU  money,  to  each  of  tiiem. 

Item,  I  give  unto  Dorcas  Adee,  one  cow. 

Item,  it  is  my  will  that  all  the  rest  of  my  E-t  ite,  after  my  just  dcijts  ami 
funeral  charges  are  paid,  be  equilly  divided  h^jtween  all  my  children  ex.-,  pt 
my  daughter,  Kuth,  to  whom  I  give  ten  pounds  lawfull  m<iney  over  and. 
above  her  equal  nir^.  and  in  ea~e  the  moveable  Estate  given  in  this  pari- 
graft  is  nut  sntncient,  said  ten  pounds  to  be  paid  to  her  l>y  all  my  chil  Ireu 
in  proport' >n  rts  I  have  here  given  them. 

Here,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  my  daughter,  Hannah  and  my  daughter 
Mabel  decease'l.  have  received  the  full  of  their  portion. 

Item,  I  do  hereby  a{)point  my  sons,  Gideon  and  Anthony,  Executors  of 
this  my  last  \\"i!l  and  Testament. 

In  vitness  whereof,  I  do  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  Tith  day  of 
May  A.  D.    l7.-(). 

GiL'EoN  STo]n)A]iu.     (seal, ; 

Signed  a:rd  se;  led  in  pre>.cnce  of. 

EsTEK  .Stbong. 
Ann  Nichols. 
Daniel  Shehman. 
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